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THE 
PREROGATIVES, POWER AND 
PROTECTION - 


OF 
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CHAP. I—0/ the Dignity and Glory 
of St. Joſeph. 1 
ATEV ER did any perſon, of what #1 


iN rank ſoever, claim with preater 1 | 

jallice the ſublime encomium, Her 14 
Aland is noble, Frog xxxi. 2g, tban 
e U gin Spouſe cf Mary. He was 
moll noble by his birth, noble for his 


acrits, noble in bis flation. The 
miſcalied Grandees oi the world too 
{ ee raile themſelves by rapine 
i blood, on the ruins of opprefied 
"oven ; they aggrandize theme 
ſclve 5s, landing above the vulgar, 
A 2 | 
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„ Joseph's Dignity and Glory. 


upon a high pedeſts! of riches and 
titles, which to the moral philoſo- 
pher, Seneca, Epiſt. 4: ) appeared no 
greater a wonder, than to admire a 
pigny upon a mountain; bring him 
down, and the dwarf is matter of 
mirth, In like manner, diveſt thoſe 
who are adored, of what fo highly 
recommends them, and they may be 
in the laweoiable circumſtances of 
trampled on S-janus, or ſtarved Beli. 
farius. The mighty Conqueror of 
Alta, Alexander ſtyled the Great, made 
a blaze, the earth was, filent in his 
hg hi, 2 Machab. i. g.; he puſhed on 
is conqueſts 10 the extremity of the 
earth, and ſlaying kings and princes, 
he vaniſhed upon the ſudden, little 
remaining of his memory, except the 
invading others dominions, and ge— 
nerous anſwers, kind hiſtorians allow 
him, in entertaining friends or ene- 
mies. 

There is a noble ſort of grandeur, 
viz. Virtue, which raiſes a man about 
the /evel of others, and places morta's 
above the ffars. Seneca, Epiſt 55. 
This looks on earth with diſdaia, and 
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80. Faſepb's Dignity and Glary, 3 


aſpires to be called great in the hing- 
dom of heaven. St. Mat. v. 19. St. 
Joleph was favoured with all requi- 


fites, to render him thus truly great. 


By birth he was a prince lineally de- 


ending from the renowned kings of 


the written law; he had in his veins 
the pureſt blood of ancient Patriarchs 
and Prophets. The Evangeliſt brings 
down his pedigree from great Abra- 
ham, and the angel ſalutes bim with 
che royal title, Son of David. St. Mat. 
20. Not to dwell upon this unpa- 
ralleled extraction, he had the ſame 
progenitots as the Son of God made 


man, and the ſeveral promiſes of God 


to the houſe of David, 2 Kengs 7. 
2 Kengs 9. Pal. 88 and 131, of the 
cipetted Meſſias to be born of his 
1ace, and to be called King of the 
Zewws, (as he was ſtyled in the grot of 
Zetblehem), St. Mat. ii. 2, devolved 
to our Redeemer from St. Joſeph, 

It would be reviving the blaſpheme 
ous hereſy of ſtigmatized Cerinthus, 


'© affert that Jeſus was by nature the 


real Son of Joſeph, yet he muſt be 


'voked on as his legitimate parent, 
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"6 J. obpto: Dignity and Gi. 


and entitled in all things to the right 
of paternity, except tbat of genera- 


tion, Damaſcen. Orat. de Nato. B. V. 


which according to Rupertos Abbas, 


Rupert. in 1 Math. the eternal Father 
ſupplied, by infafing into the huſband 


of Mary, a paternal love for her Son 


Jeſus. Rupert. wid, A child lawtully 


. conceived in matrimony, may firifly 
- -eall the huſband father, which title the 


Holy Ghoſt honours St, Joſeph with, 
by the mouth of the immaculate Vir- 
gin in ber blefſed Son's preſence: Your 


Jather and I have fought zou forrows- 
1%, St. Luke ii. 48. Children reput- 


ed by common fame to belong to ſuch 
2 parent, or ihoſe who are adopted, 
have a right to inherit titles and patri- 
monies; much more Je eſus who was 
born of M-ry, Joſeph's wite; for ec- 


cording to the approved axtom of the 


law; FFhatever grows in, or ts built 


upon another's. ol, belongs to the owner 


thereof, Inftit, de Rei. Divi, ; nor 
doth it invalidate what is here offered, 
that Jefus was the ſupernatural frun of 
virginity; for a corn growing mira- 


culouſly in a eſt, W to the 
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5. Fojeph's Dignity and Glory, 7 


2wner of the ſoil. In like manner 
Mary was the real mother of Jeſus, 


miraculouſly begotten and miracut- 
ouſly born, and Joſeph by matrimo— 
nial right may ierm him Son, becauſe 
born of his wife's body. The ſceptre 
of ſuda, uſurped by invading and in- 
truding Herod, came to Joſeph by he- 
reditaiy ſucceſſion, and conſequently 
to Chriſt, verifying what the Archans 
angel foretold, St. Luke i. g. The 
Lord will give him the ſcat of David 


As Father, Fervorous comemplatives | 


Ty addreſs St, Joſeph, with the ad- 
wiring expreſſion of old Tobias to the 
Archangel Raphael, You are come. 
a noble race! Tob. v. 19. What 18 
„et more glorious, St. Joteph had the 
ngur to call him Son upon earth, 
Hon the firſt perſon of the adorable 


iitnity has owned from all eternity 


bis begotten Son. h 


When the Almighty deputed Moſes . 
t bring his choſen people out f 


y ptian flavery, and to humble and 


contound the tyranniſing monarch, he 


::voured the Thaumaturgus with the 
borious title, I have appoinled thee 
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8 S.. Tops Digniy and Glory, 
the God of Pharoah, Exod. vii. 1. 


that is, by eminent power * to tertiſy 
bim with affliciing prodigies. After 
a more indulgent manner, he might 
be called the God of the Hebrews, 
protecting, conducting, governing and 
ſupporting them t. By the {ame rule, 
what may not be ſaid of the grand 
Patriarch St. Joſeph, who condutted, 
protected, governed and ſupported 
the God of Moſes? He, out of all 
the tribe of Juda, was ſelected. as a 
conſort and comport to the Mother of 
Chriſt, the moſt faithſul and ſole cad. 
Jutor to Feſus in his great council 
upon earth F. If he who receives a 
prophet, in the name of a prophet, jhail 
- have the reward of a prophery; he 
who with toil and fweat entertained 
Cod made Man, {hall not he have a 
reward proportioned to the greatnels 
olf his guet? His daily actions in 
ſerving Chnift, related to the order . 
of hypoſtatical union, and thereiore 


„Cornel. a Lap. hic. 

1 Idem ibid. 1 
t S. Bernard, hom. 2. Super Miſſus cR, 
98. Mate x. 41. | 
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were more divine“. Can any thing 


oy -* Fa | 
be more aſtoniſhing, and at the ſame, 
time more delightful, than a reflec- 


tion bow Joſeph walked with Jeſus 
in one hand, and Mary in the other, 
both being committed by heaven to 
his care and conduct. | 
The Omnipotent, who with Iight- 
ning, thunder, and dreadftut found of 
irunpet, proclaimed a ſtrict come 
mand ; Honour thy father and mother, 
(Exod, xxiii. 12.), doubtleſs, was the 
moſt exatt obſerver of it, and conſe- 
quently reſpected St. Joleph, next to 
bis virgin Mother. The deterence 
ot provoked Coriolanus to his mother 
Volumma, (Val. Max. I. 5. c. 4.) and 
mne tenderneſs of /Eneas to his father 
Anchiſes, are but faint reſemblances 


of Jeſus's love to Joſeph. He who” | 


* A Lapide in 1 Matth. 5 


Quædam miniſtetia præciſe pertinent ad ordi- 
nem gratiæ gratum facientis, & in hoc, ſupernum 
„ tiglum tenet Apoſtoli, &c. alia vero ſunt 10 ini- 
teria, que attingunt ordinem unionis hypo- 
$1212, qui ex ſuo genere profectior eſt, vt pater 


de maternitate Dei in B Virgine, & in hot 


orchine eſt miniſterium 8. Jolephi, Suarez, 3. 
Queſt. 29, Diſput, Sect. 2, 8. 
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10 S'. Joſepb's Dignity and Glory, 


ſaid, long before the incarnation, J 


am God and not man, (Oſee xi. 9.) 


' honoured bim with divine affettion. 


A dutiful child never loved ſo intenſe— 
ly. He loved him as a vigilant pre- 
ſerver of his life, withdrawing him 
from the bloody hand of perſecuting 
Herod. If Mardochzus for detecting 
the conſpiracy of Bagathan and Tha- 
res, againſt King Aſſueres, deſerved to 
have that dutiful performance tranf. 
mitted to poſterity by imperia! annals, 


(EI. ii. 21.) to be cloathed with royal 
- Tobes, and a princely diadem ſet on 


his head, the firſt prince of the court 
to lead his horſe, through the large 
Areets of populous Suſan, and to pro- 


claim; fo the man 1s lo be honoured, 


(ibid. c. vi. 8, 9.) whom the King is 
pleaſed to honour ; what preferment, 
what marks of eſteem and glory, is 
due to our great Patriarch the guar- 
dian and povernor of the King of 
Kings, Jeſus Chiift, who ſupported 
him in his minority, and, with many 
a fatigueing day's work, took pains, 
that the Son of God ſhould not be 
neceſſitated to pals from door to door 
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St. Foſeph's Dignity and Glory, 117 


begging ſubſiſtence? All the noble 
precedents, of grateful return to fa- 
vours, recorded by Plutarch, Titus 
Livius, Val. Maximus, and other au- 
thors, whether ſacred or profane, are 
inſignificant and uſeleſs, to expreſs. 
eſus's Jove to Joleph. Hear our 
bleſſed Redeemer's own words in a 
revelation approved by the Eaſtern 
Church, and recited by Iſidorus out 
of grave authors: I conver/ed, ſaid 
Chriſt, with Joſeph, as tf I had been 
his ſon, he commanded me and I obeyed 
him; I loved him as my father, and 
even as the apple of my eye. SO was 
he honoured, whom the great God of 
Aﬀuerus was pleaſed to honour ; the 
Omnipotent Creator obeyed the voice 
of man. Jol. x. 14. SED. 
The Apoſtles took it as a ſpecial 
favour, to eat at the ſame table with 
their Meſſias and Maſter, and cer- 
tainly it was ſo: the penitent Mag- 
Jalen diſſolved into tears of love at 
the kiſſing his ſacred feet, her ſoul 
vertiowing with heavenly delights : 
St. John Evangeliſt leaning on his 
3tvine bieaſt ſeemed Ao have a fore- 
A. 6 ; 
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12 St. Toſeph's Dignity and Glory, | 


taſte of the ſweeis of Paradiſe: and:yet 
what is all this, compared to the privi- 
leges St. Joſeph enjoyed, not fora thor: 
time, but converſed familiatly with 
bim, for the long fpace of near thirty 
years? The little Jeſus in his infancy 
Jeaned dh on his father's breaſt, 
| and whilſt the Patriarch humbly ca- 
reſſed him, it is no vain imagination 
to repreſent to ourſelves the divine 
bahe ftretching torth his ſacred arms, 
caſting them ebout his neck and ſa- 
Juting him. Oh! the unſpeakable 
joy which then repleniſhed the heart 
of this bleſſed Saint! eſpecially at 
ſuch rimes as deputed choirs of angels 
ſung in the little houle of Nazareth 
the glos of their great God there 
Preſeut in St. Joſeph's arms. This 
Preſeut in d ] | 
happened frequently, as the blefled 
Virgin revealed to St. Bridpit in the 
| following words: St. Foſeph often 
' beheld an admir able glory, in the mid]; 
a of which my Son appeared in great 
il -/plendor, and at the fame tame heaven.y 
muſic delighted our hearts, the angels 
declaring and ſinging the glory of my 
Sen. St. Bridg. lib. 6. Rev. c. 58. 
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$1, Jeſepb't Dignity and Glory, 13 
St. Joſeph kiſſing a thouſand times the 


ſacred feet of his Saviour, ſeemed * 


continually on Mount Thabor, and 


had the greatelt reaſon to iO IT ey 


with himſelf, and ſay to Jeſus: Lord, 
1t 13 good for us ty be here. St. Mat. 
xvii. 4. The hidden life of Jeſus of 
Nazareth, is a ſubject, not for dif- 
conſe but contemplation. 


The merciful decree having paſſed. 
to redeem prevaricating mankind, the 


Son of God ſingled out the ever im- 
maculate Virgin Mary io be his mo- 
ther, whom the eternal Father adopted 
as his daughter. A conſort was to be 
found, a he/per like to her elf, (Gen. ii. 
18.) and for many important reaſons, 
That ſhe might not be ſtoned to death 
for an adultereſs; that her enn 
might be derived from her huſband's 
that ſhe might have a ſupport and 
comforter, St. Ignatius M. adds a 
fourth, (Apud S. Hieron. in 1 Math.), 
hat the miraculous conception of 
& -hriſt might be concealed from the De- 
vil, But ſeeing that man is head of the 
woman, as Chrift is head of the Church, 
—and as the Church ts ſubject to Chr? it, 
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14 St. Jeſeph's Dignity and Glory, 


ps alſo women in all things to their hh 
bands. Ad Ephel. v. 2g, 24. Who 
' was ſo qualified as St. Joſeph to com- 
mand her whom the higheſt Seraphim 
would take it as an honour to obey ? 
She to receive ſubmiſſively a hul- 
band's orders, and to move immedi— 
ately at his firſt beck; hear and ad- 
mire! The moſt bleſſed Trinity, out 
of the numerous tribe of Juda, made 
choice of the Heir to the crown and 
ſceptre of David, (Rupertus Corn. a 
Lapide in 1 Math.), poſſibly not be- 
cauſe he was fo, but for that he was 
guſt, St. Mat. i. 19.; which word is 
comprehenſive, and includes, a perfect 
Holſeſſion of all virtues. St. Hieron. in 
1 Math. If men of the world could 
have appointed their parents, they 
would have had them ſo poliſhed 
in every reſpe&, that the moſt in- 
ventive thought could not deſcribe 
perions of greater perfection both as 
to mind and body; the power of God 
could make the ſpouſe of Mary pre- 
ferable in virtues to all other men, 
jj and to ſurmiſe his goodneſs has not 
LIN favoured bim, is to rank divine affec- 
|| tion beneath our own, 
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St. Foſeph's Dignity aud Gliry, 15 


We cannot be too tender and cau- | 
tious in the leaſt ſeeming compariſon, 0 
relating to the bleſſed Virgin with St. 
Joſeph, She is like the radiant ſun ; 1 
in her preſence ſtars of the firſt mag- 1 
nitude diſappear. She alone gave a | 
body to redeem the world; for the | 

f:jh of Chrift is the fleſh of Mary. St. | 
Auguſtine, Serm. de Aſſump. The | 
omnipotency of God cannot create a 
greater mother. St. Bonav. l. 2. in ſpec. 
. M. S. She had a clear knowledge 
oi 21} her eminent dignity ; that ſhe 
was not only ſovereign Queen of all 
Saints and Angels, but the true and 
ival Mother of God. And in this f 
reipeti St. Joſeph was much her infe- 
or, yet the love and reſpett ſhe had 
ior her dear Spoule, cauſed her to ſet 
| aide her prerogatives, and, as one | 
under obedience, to render him all | 


_ . — 1 ES Aon. 


nanner of ſervice and honour ima- 0 
ö ginable, Jeſus was her God, and the f 
called Joſeph her Lord, {Bridp. 7. ö 
5:2), c. 25. (peaking 10 him and of | 
' un with profound reſpect and eſteem, | 
* 


a3 if he had been more deſerving than 
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'16 2 F/eph's Dignity and Glory. 


ſo faithfully loving, ſo chaſlely be- 
haved, ſo religiouſly engaging in con- 
verſation, with her noble Spoule. She 
loved him tenderly, as the zealous 
protector of hex confecrated virginity, 
as the preſerver of her unſpoged ho- 
nour, againſt any ſurmiſe or reproach, 
concerning ber virginal child birth: 
ſhe reſpetied him as head and huſ— 
band, as one of the „ ee merit of 
all mankind, next to her Son Jeſus; 
therefore ſhe chearfully ee 
to the meaneſt ſervices, whereby ſhe 
could-expreſs her humble duty. © } 
prerogative, not to be ſufficiently let 

forth by an Angel! If the aſtoniſh- 

ed St. Elizabeth was fixed in admira- 

tion, and with a loud voice cried out, 
whence ts this to me, that the Mother of | | 
my Lord ſhould come to me, (St. Luke 
1. 43.), how ought we to extol his | 
dignity, whom the ſame Mother of 
God ſerved and obeyed thirty long 
years? The devout clients may take 
full notice, how in honouring St. Jo- 
ſeph they join with the ever bleſſed 
Virgin, in her former N ow 
formances. 
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St. Jaſeph's Dignity and Glory, 17 


We are nat to d:{courſe of Jt, Jo- 
ſeph in the ſame diale dt, as when we 
mention other {ſaints The Eternal 


Truth indeed has declared, hat among 


the born Of uomrn, none has rife 

2 reater than John the Bap iſi. Si, Mat. 
xt. .; which, at ſit ſight, ſeems to 
_ poſtpone the bleſſed Virgin, St. Luke 
explicetes the Huegoibg words: There 
hos not aroſe a greater prophet. St. 
Luke vii. 28. Hence St. Ambroſe 
and St. Hilarius obſerve, that the 
Baptiſt is not ſtyled greateſt abſolute- 
y but relatively to he Prophets of 
the Old Teftament He is not come 
pared to the bleſſed Virgin, St. Jo- 
ſeph, or the Apoſlles, who following 
C, by Tteaſon of thetr apnſtolical 
dignity, were not leſs. rs a greater 
han ohn. Corn. a P. in Meth. 11. 
De it how it will, in relpect of the 
fiſt evangelical promulgers of Chriſ— 
tianity. that prudcnt and faithful ſer- 
rant whom our Lord conſtiluted over 
Vis family to provide food in due time, 
(St, Mat. xxiv. 45.), in all equity 


ems excepted from the general rule. 


Let it be ſpoken with all imaginable 
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18 Se. Poeph's Dignity and Glory. 


deference to St. John, the zealous 
prieſt, undaunted prophet, and glori- 
ous martyr, there appears a vall dif. 
tance betwixt a. parent and a precur- 
for. The bleſſed Virgin Mary, as 
Mother of God, has a certain infinite 
d:;gmiy, St. Thom. f. p. q. 25.); next 
to her the greateit degree of honour 
ſeems St. Joſeph's right, by as muck as 
he was rated to higher atgnity above 
others. St, Thom. g. p. What St. 
Matthew ſets down; Mary, of who 
Feſus was born, is, to contemplatives, 
a complete eulogium ot all her praiſes. 
St, John Damaſcene makes the ſame 
inference as to St. Joſeph, /or calling 
him the huſband of Mary, the title ts 
zneffable, (Con. g. in Nat. B. Maria), 
and nothing more glorious can be ſaid 
of ham. 
St. Joleph's perſana] ſervices to 
God made man, and thoſe of the ble!- 
ſed Virgin, are of a far higher rank, 
than what was performed by others. 
He laboured, be toiled, that our 
blefſed Redeemer might be ſupported 


and ſupplied in all human nece ſiities: 


ſo that at the laſt dreadful day, when 
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St. Feſepb*s Dignity and Glory. 19 


the wieked men will wither away 


with fear, (St. Luke xi. 26.), whilſt, 


happy fouls will be admiring the 
zoodnefs of the immorta! Judge, for 
taking notice of their ſmall duties in 
relieving bim, in the perſons of bis 
elle ones, as not knowing well how 
o underſtand the ſuperlative favour, 
hey will enquire, Lord! when did 
we ſee you hungry, naked, or a flran- 
ger, (St. Mat. xxv. 34, 35), at that 


time our great Patriarch may receive 


public honours before the congre- 


vated univerie; for whereas our mer- 


ciful Saviour will ſay to the loweſt 
taved fouls, Come ye blefſed of my Fa- 
ther, &c, the charming and glorious 
acknowledgment may be literally ap- 
pied to St. Joſeph after this manner: 
Come my bleſſed Father, take poſſeſſion 
of a kingdom prepared for you from 
the beginning of the world ; for J. who 
ſit on this throne, was hungry, and 
yen gave me to eat; thirfly, and you 
gate we lo drin; a ranger, and you 


_ «ntertained me for thirty years in Egypt 


/ aleſtine. If St. Martin, when 
a cziechumen, deſerved to ſee Chrilt, 
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bearing on his lacred ſhoulders part 
of the cloak he had heitowed upon 
an indigent creature, /n wa St, Mar- 
tin), we cannot comprehend the ho- 
nous 1cferved by the great and good 
God, who with Gaal of rumpet 
may proclaim; I was naked fem 
head to tout, and Joſeph | lere pre- 
ſent cloathed me, he frequently di— 
veſted himſelf of his own garments, 
to ſecure me from {hivering in freez- 
ing blaſts 
The melliſſuous doctor of 2 e 
lis makes a fort of a parallel betwixt 


"rh the fon of J-cob, gOvernur of 


g\ pt, (St. Bernard, hom. 2 in Mifſus 


et), and Joſeph, governor of Chr iſl. 
The ſecond has ſtricter right 10 the 


encomiums of the fiiſt, attributed to 
him in {acred writ. No man on the 
earth, ſays Eccleſiafticus, Ecclel. xlvi. 
17, was like to him, was a man born the 
prince of his brethren, the flay of the 
nation, a prop of its prople; the Egyp- 
tian monarch took the ring from his 
own finger and gave it into Joſeph's 
hand, ordering him to mount the /c- 


cond chariot, (Gen. iv.), commanding 
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Vu 1 of the Spar of God. Gen. Klii. 


is blelling him wich angelical pu- 


nen tor his immaculate Spoule, as allo 
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all zo bow the knee before him, and a 
crier to proclaim, that he v gover. 
nor over the whole land of Egypt, the 
throne only diſtinguiſhing him from 
Ph4zioah, who faid of him, tha! he was 


The application is obvious. The 
Sbouſe of the bleſſed Virgin was a 
prince choſen by the Almighty to be 
the ruler and {ſupport of the ſacred 
family; he was honoured with the 
moſt plorious wedding ring, as huf- 
band to the Mother of Telus, in all 
probability having the ſecond ſeat in 
heaven, next to his virgin Spouſe, He 
Wa n the protector of his Saviour, and 
bs ans quence full of the Spirit of 
C; tor, doubtleſs, the Holy Ghoſt 
RO operating o immediately to the 
carhation, deſcended upon him as 
he did upon the apoſtles, as far as was 
e expedic -nt to diſcharge his incumbent 


; ſingular prudence, heroic forti- 
e, unlimmed patience, unſhaken 
onflancy, profound humility, ſera— 
1ical love ot God, and intenſe affec- 
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ſuch other virtues as ſeemed due to 
bim, who was deputed not to prevent 
famine in Egypt, but to preſerve 


| the Bread coming doun jrom heaven, 


(1 Joan. vi.), which was to redeem 
mankind, and nounſh the faithful, 


in the ble led ſacrament of the altar, 


rendering them bappy in paradiſe by 
the beatifical viſion of himſelf, and 
the other two adorable perſons of the 
moſt ſacred Trinity. 
From what has been already offer- 
ed, mey connaturally be inferred, that 
2 is not temerarious nor improbable, 
but rather pious and very likely lo be of 


YE that St. Foſeh;h excels all other 


aints, except.the ble ſſed Virgin, in 


grace and glory. Suarez, p. g. t. 2. 


Diſput. 8, Sc. None can diſpute 


pPrecedence of coronation with the 
.:Foyal conlort of the Mother of God. 
Marcianus, a ſervant and ſubjed, be- 


came emperor upon the marriage with 
Pulcheria, they both living virgins; 
and it would be a defect in judgment; 
as well as in devwzion, to entertain 2 
thought that others go before the Fa- 
vourite of Heaven, The conſulting 
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ſedate reaſon and common ſenſe lays. 
demonſtration. in our way, that lower 
ſubjeQs gives place to him, who was 
the objects of Jeſus's and Mary's ar- 
dent affections: ſo that the dream of 
Joſeph in Canaan is verified alſo in 
our glorious Patriarch, the ars adore 
Aim, Gen. XXXIX. 7.; that is to ſay, all 
bleſſed ſpirits reverence bim, as was 
revealed to St. Gertrude on the Vigil 
of the Annunciation of the vlefſed 
Virgin, io whom heaven was laid open, 
and when the choir ſung St. Joſeph's 
praiſes, or the prieſt at the altar nam 
ed him, the ſaints bowed their heads, 
| {in vita St. Gertrude). ſhewing ſigns of 
joy, and congratulation, for the ho- 
nours done him upon earth. Where. 
fore as the worſhip of Latria is offer. 
ed ſolely to God, Hyperdulia to the 
bleſſed Virgin, the higheſt Dulia be- 
longs to St. Joſeph. | 
Before I cloſe this chapter, I can- 
not forbear remarking how unjuſt the 
common pencils are to our Patriarch, 
that (I know not ork what account) 
repreſent him, both as to age and fea- 
tures, not becoming the folter-father 
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Provide a huſband to bis beloved Mo- 


that the face of Jeſus reſembled the face 
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of Jeſus, and ſpouſe of Mary. Inall 
probability the Son of God wou not 


ther, who had the leaſt perſonal de. 
fett; and although he might be forty 
when the bleſſed Virgin was fourteen, 
yet he ought not to be expoſed, as 
leaning on a ſtaff, and fo decript as 
to be almoſt uſeleſs, when he was vi- 
gorous and able to work thirty years 
in ſerving the ſacred family at home 
and abroad. St. Bernard 1s of opi. : 
nion, that S Joſeph was the ltkene/s of % 
Mary; and 8 lere Gerſon 4 


of Joſeph, whom bis roy al progenitor 
David foretold would be the moſt beau- 
tzyul among the ſons of men, Pal. xliv. 
31, conformable to the word of God, 
a father ts known by has fon. Ecclel, 
xi. 10. Joſeph therefore had the a- 
greeable features of Jeſus and Mary; 
his very perſon was to create reſpeti, 
reverence and affettion, in the three 
eaſtern princes who came to adore 
their Redeemer, and infant God, in 
obſcure Bethlehem. He was not on- 
ly conſort, but conſtant companion 


ewd-, 4 
4 
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a the Queen of Heaven, and ſeeing 


wor beauty, according to St. Auguſ- 


tive, is a gift of: God, rendering his 


3 0d KS 8 1331 jable, the Oi potent Son, 


win had full power to quaiity his fa- 


cher upon earth, would not refuſe 

Les aiditional ornament to his other 
itinguiſhing perfections. The Be- 
Ji lien Judith was admired by Holo- 


nes, and the whole camp of the Af. 


Jiircavns, God himſelf giving finiſhing 
Fiicokes (Judith x. 4) to complete the 
Iborely Object; luch like favours 
Jes esto her and others cannot in 


p wr 4 


2quity of conſtruction be ſup- 


j E e to Joſepb. It may be 
gc of him more than of incon- 
1 ani; ia i thou art my fervant, I wil + 
in (ice. Iſaias xlix. 3. His life 
ns all of one piece, and not party- 


toured. War relates to particu 


as ei be briefly cxplicated aſter- 


Was by meditations, from the time 
Joyful birth, to his moſt happy 
i 5 ture in the divine arms of Jelus, 
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26 Of Univerſal Devotion 


CraP, 3 What Time the Deve. 
lien to St. Fofeph became unter /a., 


HE great Alexander, itanding 
before the tomb of Achilles, la. 


menting his own misfortune, and mag. 


nifying the advantage of the famed 


warrior: Happy Achilles, ſaid he, who 
had Homer to deſeribe his conqueſts; of 


which, notwithflanding, the greatel 


part is the product of poetical fancy, 
Let us extol the honour of St. Joleph, 
and tay, Thrice happy he b had 
the Omnthotent to be his pane,yri/i: 
We have already heard how the Holy 
Ghoſt has derived his pedigree from 
Abreham ; the Scriptures take notice 


of him, by name, whenever occ3lion 


provents itleit; angolical metſenger 
trom heaven are ſeveral times (8. \ſat, 
i. 20. St. Mat. ii. 13, 20.) diſpatched 
to him, and commanded to àddreh 
Joſeph; the Son of God was /ubjid 
a id obeatent to him, Luke ii. 31 und 
had he been wing when Conii leb 
on Mount Calvary tor all mankind 
queſtionleſs, he would have Boot 
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to St, Foſeph, 


Vero like, with his dolorous ſpouſe 
the croſs. Notwithfarding 

thoſe encomiums, and what may be 
© lnced from them, the bright luſtre 
St. Joſeph's glory did not dart its 
um from the clouds till many ages 
her bis departure. It is nue, St. 
0 e St. Gregor Nazianzen, 
S beter Chrytologus, with other an- 


Y 
Under 

1 

! 

i 


| Cient wilters, here and there delivered 


in hort n es their fſeniiments 
,neming his mefits and glory; but 
may be termed rather ixankent 
nls, than intended panegyrics : for 
devoiion met nut with any extra- 
187y encouragement till the feign 
e Gregory, XI. of that name, 
© fonrkiamnh century. 

Ihe lirſt place P Barrie knows of 


* 1 * 
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c cerated to bis memory, is a Chapel 


in die cathedral church of Aviguon, 
deticaied to St. Agricola. The altar- 
piece repicients the Patriarch con- 
dusung Jeius and Mary into Egypt. 
Fand about this chapel this Pope 
p.cod his coat of arms, and large el- 
cu eons of lone, increaſing at the 
laue ume the revenues of the Canons 


N Boe 


. 
* ——— uu —2— 11-4, * CO EY Fs * „ 


* r 


Mu n NY" 2 3 ING 061 = 


28 Of Uuiverſal Devotion 


of that church. Perchance this was 


rene 
petitioning St. Joſeph to diſpoſe Italy bete 
for his teception, the Vicars of Chriſt es- 
having continued ſeventy years abi-nt Ne 
from Rome; de facto he retuined o MW 1: 
his Roman chair five years atter lis MW viow 
creation, which was anno 1370. So 48 
it ſeems as if St. Joſeph, who brought Hand 
our Lord out of Egypt, was inſtru- MY 4414 
mental in Gregory's retura from 2 WM Ger 
private city in France to the capil I i; 
of the world. There belongs to the tent. 
abovementioned chapel a contrater. Ncreis 
nity of Bachelors, and a ſodality of into 
Virgins, who in the folemn proceſ- o 
ſion on his feſtival carry in ther , 
hands poeſies of flowers, as emblems e 
of the fragrant odour of his eminent H, 
virtues. In our ape devotion to lim HA 
is univerſal through the habiteble MW com 
world: his feaſt is of precept, proper WW tion | 
hymns are appointed in the divine est 
office to ling his praiſes and preroge. like 1 


tives, every une contending to be the 
Nene in his favour. | 

But why? ſays the modern criti, 
wiy were the glorious merits of St. 


Joleph ſo long concealed ? Why not * 


10 St. Fiſepb. 29 


generally made known to Chriſtians 


before the 14th century ? Trae be- 
levers are io tremble at why's and 
wierefore's in divine government, 
1: was the enfnaring quere of the en- 


vious and malicious ſerpent, which 
was the maſter ſpring to ruin Adam 


and all his numerous poſterity. Why 


hath God command:d you not to cal? 


en. iii. 1. Arealon for the precepi 
is unpardonable preſumpiion to en- 
tet into the Omnipotent's hidden ſe— 
crets, and damnable curioſity to dive 
into his ſecret decrees: it is fulhcient 
to have evidence, God has commanded 
it, % Omutpotent and ('mniſrient has 
% ordered ut, his ways are unſcas ch- 
ale, aud who has been his counſellor ? 
Ai Roman. xi. 33, 34 Iufinite Wile 
dom knows beſt why univerſal devo- 
tion to the keeper of his Lord, is of ſo 


freſt a date, 1 offer ſomething of the 
like nature by way of retortion, which 


carries no difficulty in the ſolution. 


Moſes having got a fight of the 
! 


oi Veh and Phaſaga, died in the land 


e of promiſe from the mountains. 


6 !4vab, and the Lord buried him in 


__ * * 
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the valley of Moab, and no man 
knows his fſepulchre unto this preſent 
day. Deut. xxxiv. 6. We know 
why he and Aaron were 10 permitted 
ta enter the land of promiſe, but are 
abſolutely ignorant, why God would 
bury him with private oblequies, 


NM would not the Creator, g. 


ing them that glorify ham, 1 Rings u. 
30, , honour Mees (who ſpoke to 
am face to face, Exod. xxxiii. 11, ds 


man is accuſtomed to ſpeah to his friend) 


as much as an inferior prophet Elize- 
us, whoſe very bones in the {epulchre, 
by a calual touch, revived a dead bo- 
dy? 4 Kings x'11. 21. Again, the ach- 
angel Michae! contended with the 


devil, concerning the body of the {aid 


Moles, Eft. fud. v 9, why this 
ſtrife, Wherefore, and to what end? 
hen was it: What was the ſub;ett 
of the hot diſpute ? The {ulid an{wer 
to this and other unknown reſoives 
in divine adminiſtretion, is that oi St. 
Paul, who on earth has been God's 
counſellor ? however prudent aud pls 
ous interpreters, with hum and 
ſubmiſſion, offer to return an anſwer 


to St, Joſepb. 31 


to the raſh why's. The Hebrew na- 
tion was ſo ſtapendouſly prone to 
the horrid crime of idolatry, that even 
when they were fo terrified with di- 
vine Majeſty thundering on the fiery 
mountain, they petitioned that Moſes 
might /peak to them, no! the Lord, leſt 
they died. Exod. xx. 19. Yeta few 
dans after, concluding Moſes to be 
{ufocated with the continua and 
thick ſmoke, or to have been ſtruck 
dead by ſome thunderbolt, { Abutens in 
Exodus,) they proſtrated themlelves 
betore a deformed idol, owning the 
moſten calf to Have been their merci- 
deliverer from Egyptian flavery. 

. nerefore they impiouſly adored 
bey knew to have been formed 
wol cheir wives, ſons, and daughters 
ear-r2ngs (Exod. xxxii. 2.) and bod. 
bm white would they not have done 
aving certain poſſeſſion of the d- 
3 ; body £ ot his who had wrought 
o many prodigious wonders they 
were eye-witneſles of, both in E- 
gypt and in the deſert, both on land 
and in the Erithean ſea ? it is muca 
to be feared they ou have deified 
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the Thaumaturgus, as blind genti— 
Iity placed Jupiter, Mars, and other 
renowned heroes in the number of 
the fictitiious gods, To prevent 10 
horrid an attempt, no man knows the 


fepulthre of Moſes unto this preſent 


ay. 
This ſeems to anſwer ſufficiently 


why the primitive ages took not full 


cognizance of St. Joſeph's merits and 
glory, nor repreſented them clearly to 
Chriſf's faithtul., Becauſe Moles was 
ſo great a man, therefore his body was 
concealed; and becauſe St. Joſeph 
was ſo ſublime a ſaint, it ſeemed ex- 
pedient to the Catholic Church, di— 
rected by the Holy Ghoſt, not to ap- 
point him any public honours, Ob- 
ſerve the reaſon : ſcarce was Chrifli— 
anity well ſettled, when the Ebionites 
attempted to rob our bleſſed Redeemer 
of his divinity, affirming moſt ſacri— 


legioufly, that Joleph was the natural 
father of Jeſus; and by conſequence, 


they denied the angelica] virginity of 
the Mother of God. The preaching 
up at that time St. Joſeph's preroga- 
uves, and emment glory, would have 
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to St. Foſeph, 


give :nſceming narf to thols 
»|a{phemous .heretics, and likewiſe 
might have ftirred up dangerous 
thoughts in weak believers. For men, 


3 obſerved, are too frequently car- 


ried on to extremes, in hunouring 
{uct as they love and admire, and the 
erging on what has been faid al- 
realy, with what wit and eloquence 
could ſet forth in his praiſes, might 


have ſuggeſted forcible doubts, that 
p noh he was the natural father of 


J-tus, becauſe the real huſband of 


Mary : eſpecially converſing with the 


EK, 2nites, who were learned men of 
Wie 208 ſanctity, and agreeable beha- 
5 „ Therefore the Catholic Church 
oaceded moſt prudently, chooling 
© ober extreme, and paſſing him 
0/7 in long ſilence, while lhe cele- 


bicied the memory of many, WhO 


cou not pretend to ſtand in compe- 
titton. Theſe heterodox opinions 
having been detected, deteſted and 
exiingutthed, the danger ceales, and 
tieretore univerſal devotion to the 
Foller Father of Jeſus is fervorouſly 
entertained, and 3 * applauded, 
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34 Of Univer/al Devotion 


bis forces; in hovis of grace, the a-! 


Tent, force back the approaching re- 


wherever the Chriſtian religion is 
profeſſed. 

The Omnipotent doth not order 
any thing but the ſtrift rules of fit 
dilpoſitions and ſuitable preparations, 
in the exatteſt meaſure and weight, 
(Wiſdom xi. 91. ) proporttoning parti. 
cuſars to time and circumflances, as 
to his infinite wiſdom feemsconducin 
to his greater glory. This ſupreme s 
Being, who ſo frequently in the Old ( 
Teſtament calls bimſelf te Lord of n 
hoſts, the Cod of ar mies, is infinitely u 
vigilant over his Church Miluant up. 
on earth, that the rebellious af 4 ll 


F #44 14 -w nn way Knot... „ * 


hell may not prevail, St. Mat. xvi. 1 t 
He ſeaſonably ſends forth freſh ſup. WM - 
plies to oppole diabolica! adverſaries, er 
and noto110us ſpreaders of erroneous a, 
dottiine; in the law of nature ihe b 


holy patriarchs faced the enemy; 
in the written law commiſhoned pro- 
phets fought valiantly in the front of 


poltles and their ſucceſſors, lawfully ; 


bels. Every care is taken againſt the 
conſummation of the worl ; Enoch t. 


to Se. Jaſe ph. Fed 4 


and Elias are yet living as a reſerve 
% head the elect in oppoſing mon- 
trons Anti-Chriſt in his violent ca- 
2er; whoſe ſhort reign will be at- 
tended with fo great tyranny and ter- 
ror, hat were it poſſible the very choſen 
would conform and be led into error. 
St. Mat. xxiv. 24, | 
The protecting and ſweet provi— 
dence of God, from the very birth of 
Ciriithanity, »ccording to reſpetiive 
n-ceil'y, has from time to time raiſed. 
up religious orders to curb and hum- 
4 bie bold broachers of libertine novel- 
| 11:3, diſagreeable and diſhonourable 
/ to the pure doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus. 
LI os Tow God of Ir mes has ſtrength- 


s bis Church in the laſt corrupt 
18 on as ſome are piouſly of opinion, 
e by the conquering reſerve St. Joſeph, 
„; eſpecially agaraſt thoſe who craftily 


55 lurk within its pale and offer the 
of anhalt poiſon, in the golden cup of 
a reforming morals, To learned di- 
ys, this appears an anſwer of no 
e. eh weight why the univerſal devo- 
he tion was not emertained till the bere— 


ch tits contagion threatened a general 
B 6 


Of Sr. Foſeph's Afſifance. 


infection in woſt provinces and king. 
doms, to the end the faithful might 
more perceptibly and efficaciovſly ex- 
perience the powet and protection of 
the Patriarch, calling on him with the 
greateſt forvour, the devotion being 
in its meridian, to defend /zs pure 
docliine, whoſe divine perfor he pro- 
tected upon earth. 

Other congruous reaſons might be 
alledged why this devotion is of a * 
ſtanding, but I haſten to ſhew how 
advantageous it is. 


Care. III.— 0/ the powerful Afſiſlance 


WO Joeſepli to if devout Clieuts, 
HF. illuminated St. Tereſa of je- 


ſus, celebrated for frequent ie- 
velations, and religious oublervarice, 
who ſucceſsfully reformed the calced 
Carmelites, and ciected monaſteries 
and convents for both ſexes, that lhe 
might ſur mount ſuch difficulties which 
to prudent men appeared 1n{uperable, 
took the glonous St. Joſeph for her 
lord and advocate. She honoured 
him above all other ſaints, fiyling him 
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her father and maſter. Under his 


au picious protection, ſhe a poor vir- 
gin founded thirty-two religious 


bouſes, notwithſtanding the oppoi- 


tion of ſecular princes, und ſeveral of 
her own order and profeſſion. Take 
her own exprefſiogtsm comment] ing 
his faint out of the fixth chapter of 
det! ute, out of obedience penned by 
leitelt. 


is 5 have ſeen clearly that this Fa- 
„ther and Lord of nine, St. Jofeph, 


„ h.tharawn me, 8s weli.out of this 


nels, as Out of others greater, when 
gere WAS 8 of honour and 
© iis of my foul, and that with more 
benefit and advantage than even 
6 mi could tell how to deftre, 
den, 1 cannot remember that hi- 
erto I ever deſired any thing by 


© necefiny, being cnppled with fick 


© his means which he hath tailed to 


chte for me; and it is ale 
n aze me when Lconſider the At 


x 


LY 


© favours which Alm tphiy God bath 
done me by means of this bleſſed 
eim, and the dangers both of foul: 


and bady out of which he bath de- 
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Of St. Jaſeph's Afiflance, 
Iivered me; in ſuch ſort, that as it 
ſeems our Lord hath given the grace 
and power to other ſaints to {uc. 
cour in ſome kind the neceſſiiics 
of men; but I find, by good ex. 
per elice, that this glorious ſaint 
fuccours us in them all; and that 
our Lord will make * under. 
ſtand, that as he would be {ub. 
ject to Joſe ph upon earth, and that 
by enjoying the name of * father, 
and being, as it were, his direktor 
and tutor, he might then command 
him {o; allo now in heaven ie 
would grant whatſoever this fait 
{ſhould deſire. This truth has been 
known by the experience of others, 
whom have defired io recommend 
themſelves to this faint, and now 
many are become devoted to bim, 
and I myſelf have freſh experience 
of this truth, Whoſoever wan's 2 


maller who may inſtruct bim 0 
pray, let him take this glorious faint 


for his guide, and he ſhail never 
lole his way.“ — Thus St. Tereſa 


declares her ſentiments, and in ſeve- 
ral places of her excellent treatiles, 
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ſhe recounts how St. Joſeph mira- 
c:iloully aſſiſted her, not only in erett- 
ing monaſteries, but alſo in dangers 
when travelling on ſuch occaſions. 
St. Francis de Sales, that apoltojical 
preiate, and deſervedly prince of Ge- 
neva, Was a ſingular promoter of de— 


votion to St. Joſeph. Founding the 


holy order of Viſitation, he put the firſt 
wonallery under his protection; he 
ordgred his feaſt to be kept with the 
2roateſt ſolemnity in all their houſes, 
d:refting by the inſtitute all his ſpi- 
ritual children to make application. to 


in; that the miſtreſs of the novices 


hand cauſe thoſe upon trial, and 
evencandidates,to get a habit of calling 
vpun bim when they begin their 
mental prayer, to take him for their 
zviieand maſter in this holy exerciſe, 
refpefting bim as their tutelar patron, 

Sit. Francis preached twice the fame 
day at Lyons in honour to St. Joſeph, 
as if he could never ſufficienily en- 
lage in his. praiſes, He alſo has left 
in writing his ſentiments of this ſaint, 
in his Spiritual Entertainments, Out 
of which I recite theſe few words ;— 
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40 Of St. Jaſeph's Afiiiance, 


„% O! what a great faint is the glori- 
* ous St. Jo'rph!—He is not oniy a 
« patriarch, but the chief of the pa- 
„ triatchs; he is not only a contellor, 
„% but more han a confeſſor; for in 
« his preropative of conteſlor is in- 
„ cluded tite dignity of biſhops, ive 
„ generolity of martyrs, the purity of 
« virgins, and the perfection of all 
„ other laints.“ The laſt clauſe of 
this moſt illuſtrious biſhop. v1z. we 
having the pericttion of all other 
ſaints, aftords ſtandard weight to what 
was {aid in the firſt chapter. 

Theſe two glorious ſaints, with {e- 
veral others before mentioned, etect- 
ed publicly the ſtandard of St. Joſeph, 
and ſuch as lifted themſelves experi- 
enced advantageous aſſiſtance. P:0- 
bably St. Terela aid St. Francis were 
fo eminent, and lo far advanced in an 
interior lite, becauſe this patriafch 
wos thei: ſpiritual doctor. Hear the 
former's opinion on this point; 1 
% have not known any one, who is 
« {erioully devoted to the glorious 
« faint { Joſeph}, and performs to him 
« ſeyeral leryices, whom I find not 
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Of St. Joſeph's Afilance, 1 


„% go to be much advanced in vir- 
nne; for he aſſiſts thoſe ſouls much 
„ft recommend tbemſelves to 
« him.” Inuit. St. Tere/. 1 c. 6. 

it 1s very oblervable, that thoſe 
who aſpire to be interior perſons profit 
in his ſchool; they have God before 
their eyes in all their actions, through 
s 1ntercethon, who was near thirty 
years in the continual preſence of the 
IW:rd Incarnate. The iolid perfec— 


tion of a foul confifls much in inte. 


rior and intenſe atts, directing each 
particular to the nal end, which is 
Gui's glory, without mixture of ſor. 
id n pott motives. When St. 
Mat) Magdalen Pazzi law 58 Aloy- 


bo Ta underſtand; that the . 
dent crown was the reward of his fre» 
quent and fervorous interior atis. 
F. Severin, in a printed relation, res 


commends io poſterity what profici- 
eis loch are who are under the di- 


reciion of St. Joleph, He accident- 
ally met a young man, and emering 
with him into pious diſcourſes, diſcos 
Ve1cd that he was highly enlightened, 


— S wet eee Ava 


arm "I 
+, 


3 at ee ie 


PPP » re I I $a 


4 
1 
% 
| | 
* 
% 
» 
4 


A —_— K ppp . —·—ò0 = mo * . ; 3 who N 56s een s, - ” Fe 4 
. 3 KS... * N 5 7 - a - : * 1 — — * — 
+ 
« 


42 OF St. FJoſeph's Afſiance, 


and repleniſhed with more than ordi. 
nary gifts. He gave himſelf to prayer 
and recollection, was weaned from 
all affection to creatures, and what 
the fottiſh blind world runs my 


greedily and admires. Although h 


was not trained up to much Swing 

et he diſcourſed not only like a faint, 
but a ſolid divine. F. Severin pro. 
poſed to him many queilions ; among 
the reſt, it he was not devout to St. 
Fer To the laſt he replied:“ For 

* fix years paſt be has been my di- 
« rector and protector; our Saviour 
« himſelf aſſigned him for my patron; 
« next to the bleſſed Virgin he is the 
© greateſt faint in heaven, and bat 


the plenitude of the Holy Ghott, 


like the apollles.” | 
For what regards the maladies of 


the mind, St. Joſeph has found won— 


der ful Gictele: F. Barry inſtances 


ſeveral remarkable cures in love and 


hatred, two predominant paſhons, 
which frequently appear almoſt incur- 
able, and allo of deſpair and ſhame to 
comply with duty. A certain perſon 
was ſo deſponding wich doubis of per- 
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ſevering in a religious ſtate, that ſhe 
was juſt upon the precipice of ruin, 
ie reciting nine days the beads of 
2 ae in his honour, ſhe over- 
- the temptation ſhe was ſinking 
vader. Others were wallowing in 
the link of ſenſuality, and were im— 
mediately drawn out by this pattern of 
Dirty | 
F = related of a lady, who was 
boi delivered from a deplorable 
l.ccry and miſerable thraldom of 
miad, by the mediation of this ſaint, 
«ter ihe following manner: —fear and 
ame had ſuch an aſcendant over 
diy, that obligation could not prevail 
wil; her to procure a performance 
of what conlctence ſuggeſted abſo— 


15 necellary, viz. A fancere conjeſ- 


oz of her . fins. To break through 
Fre of fhcoulies, ſhe had at", to 
. oſeph, reciting his bymn and 
prater nine days; on the laſt, he was 
touched with deep remorſe, and was 
{1.14 with ſuſhcient courage to ex- 
pote the gangre ning uicers, the holy 
pattiarch ſmoothing the rough way 
lo the confeſſional, In gratuude cue 
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Of St. Jeſeph's Afilance. 


convaleſcent, or to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, the perfectly cured lady carried 


afterwards an Image about her neck ot 


the Foſter-Facher of Jeſus, to teirily 


the tempter for the future from ap— 
proaching her with any of his dan— 
gerous and damnable ſuggeſtions. 
To ſhew how tender St. Joleph is 
of his clients, I relate a paſſage out 


of Iſidorus, lib. 4. c. 10. A gen- 
tleman of Venice, much devoted 10 


the ſaint, was wont to 1eciie dally 
upon his knees ſeveral prayers belive 
St, Joſeph's picture. Being viſited 
by a mortal ſickneſs, he had bis 
thoughts more employed, as it ire» 
quenily happens, concerning the te— 
covery of his bo:iily health than the 
one thing neceſſary, (St, Luke x. 424) 
the fatety of his ſonl, and a happy 
departure from a ſhort time to never 
ending eternity, St. Joleph mindful 
of his paſt lervices appeared to bim, 
cautioning him to prepare for dea, 
which drew nearer than was ima— 
gined, Hereupon he diſpoſed jim- 
ſelf, begged the laſt facraments, 
and had the comfort of St. Jo- 


Of St. Faſeph's Q iſtance. 45 


ſeph's aſſiſtance in his paipfal 
agony es 

\ gentleman at Paris, whoſe cha- 
mace and habit required an unſpot- 
ted te, had for five years abandoned 


him!« f to licentiouſneſs, teking up 


the fordid practices of Epicure, and 
beſo ming the pure maxims of Jeſus 
Clit, Sound advice was loft upon 
him, and kind relations could not 
eu ail with him to hve at leaſt in the 
world like a man of honour, as was 
expected from his quality. He ſtill 
com i uved to poitpone the glory of his 
Gestor, and ſet a low value upon the 
joys of heaven. All was ineffectual; 
for he would not leave the crowd 
of unhappy tranſgreſſors. Hereupon 
his friends having recourſe to higher 
powers, defired a Father of the Soci- 
ety of Jeſus to celebrate holy Maſs in 
honour of St, Joſeph, and another of 
the ſame body, ot yet in holy orders, 


to offer up nine communions, to the | 


end ine {candalous delinquent might 
be topped in his notorious wicked 
ways. At the fame time their pray- 


eis were offered to God the par tell 
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46 Of St, Joſeph's A Hiſlance. 
moſt prievouſly ſick, and the indif. MW 


poſition of his body was the eme! 
of his ſou]; for the violent diltemyerfiff 1 
Increaſed to extremity, which ſo much / 
terrified him, ſeeing as it were by / 
ſerious refletiions of what was paſt, » 
and what was to come, the very gates! 
of hell wide open to receive bim, that ! 
he reverently diſpoſed himſelf, by the ! 
Sacramenis of the Church, to a Chi; 
tian exit; relolving, it he recover 
his former ſtate of health, to employ l 
his endeavours in a pious work of © 
great importance, and much condud ' 
cing to God's glory. He recovered * 
to the admiration of all, and happily 7 
compleated what he had purpuled, to 
the great edification and comfort ol [ 
fuch who kncw any thing ot big 
former proceedings. He tumtelt ? 
ed the power and goodneſs of S 
Joſeph, in his \udden change ad 
pertect converſion. 10 
A young man at Lyons, of diftinc j 
tion, who had paſled his years in t 


fear of God, reſolved to quit t“ 
world, tor the greater ſecurity of ll | 
lalvation, but was diverted irom hi! 


Of St. Joſeph's Afhance. 47 


dif. Nys refolution by friends and rela- 
wel tons, acting out of temporal motives, 
wer vio ike animal man /avoured not the 
ache that were fromthe Spirit of God, 
by 7. they are folly to them, and cannot 
all, under fland W hn „ 
ates} ently we are punzſhed by what we 
that 4! greſs i in, (Wiſd. xi. 15.) and taſte 
the de bitter ut of our own ways ; 
Mies. 1. 32.) ſo it befel thoſe unkind 
gel parents, diſſuading the execution of 
ploy the neavenly call. The ſon fruſtrated 
; ol © 415 deſigns and deres, and flight- 
1d, the former inſpirations, Legan to 
red, 104 an ebb of devotion, and from a 
ppi en Gnels, there followed a total ne- 
d, toll get in ſpiritual duties. He. betook 
rt of bimfelf ro wars, and exerciſed the 

ll eioufgeſs of a profligate ſoldier, 
no! only letting looſe the bridle to 
ungeverned pathons, but becoming 
85 ringleader to ſuch as were 
0: alhamed to march after his black 


fine ade The afflicted father and 
ih mother, too conicious of their mf 
theben aflections, wept and lamented 


vil:2ut cealing ; they acknowledged 
their eitor, in giving indirectly a be- 
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48 Of Sr. Joſeph's Aiiſlance. 


round the altars of tins glorious Saint 


ginning to unforeſeen ſcandals, they 
conjured bim by frequent letters 0 
look back, they impoituned by friends 
who refided near him, to have pity 
on his doleful parents, but all was in 
vain; his heart was depraved and 
hardened; is underſtanding obſcured 
and belotted ; in excels of grief and 
confiding hope, they had recourſe i 
St. Joſeph, humbly petitioning bim 
to uſe his mediation for bringing 
back the Joſt ſheep, reſolving to im- 
plore bim daily, tall he voucbfefed to 
hear their Prayers, On the third day 
of their devotions, the procigal fon 
returned home, caſt himſelf in confu. 
fon at his parents' feet; with fighs 
and tears he begged pardon for bei 
the occaſion of their long grief; be 
deteſled his tollies, reformed his lle, 
correſponded with his former vocs- 
tion, entered religton, and died im it 
exemplarily. This is another trophy 
of St. Joſeph's power and good neh. 

The many votiçe pictures hanging 


p1ociaim fufficiently his univerſal 
protection. 1 le number of his clients 
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Of St. Foſeph's Afſiance, 49 
and miraculous cures would [well vo- 
mes; ie not only lends an aſſiſting 
hand to diſtempers of the mind, but 
likewiſe to the diſeales of the body. 
Igwe, in ſhort, a few examples, by 


different parts of the world, and of 
o WM whict: P. Barry had no account or 
mM knowledg JC. 

19 Sitter "Jeng de Angelis was con- 
n. ned to her bed fourteen days, by a 
o WW formal pleuriſy, which permitted ber 
ay no to reit day or night; {he had been 
n eu blood nine times in leſs than a 
u. 4s night's ſpace, and the quantit 
hs Nen from her occaſiGned ſuch weak- 
og WM vets, at ſhe could ſcarce turn in 
ve WF bed, none expecting any other change 
le, WW but death, to free her from ſuch tor- 
. tiring milery. She fell into violent 
it MW convultions, like one ready to give 
by WW up ine ghoſl, and though her exterior 
„ Wi iles did ber lute ſervice, her judg- 
0g ment was clear and at full liber 

ot s! lay in this fad condition” (hear 
al WJ ber gen words) there appeared unto 
ns mee lage and beautiiul cloud, in 


C 


which a prudent judgment may be 
med, what paſſed in diſtant and 
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which on my right ſide flood my 
good angel of incomparable beaury, 
like a youth of eighteen years of 
age, having in his right hand a fair 
wax flaming taper; on the other 
ſide in the cloud was my holy father 
St. Joſeph, with a countenance out. 


ſhining the fun in brightneſs, and a 


majeſty more than human, reſemh. 
ling in age a man of forty or forty. 
five years, —Beholding me, he Jaid 
his hand upon that fide where the 
principal fource was of my diſtem. 
per, and anointed me with oil, or 
ſome ſuch ſort of liquid, and the 
anointed place remained fomeiting 
moiſt. Atthe ſame inſtant, I found 
myſelf pertetily recovered, and 101 
the ſtanders by as much.” Tus ie 


religious woman. 


All with tears of joy magnified tlie 


mercies of God, and the good neh of 
the holy Patriarch; but Movlievr 
Faveon, ber Phyſician, and a Proteft- 


ant, was molt aſtoniſhed, when en- 


tering ber chamber to vifit this de. 
ſpaired of patient, he found the family 
vpon their knees in prayer, Which 
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Of 8t. Foſeph's Q Niſiance. x1 | 
nM made him conclude ſhe was departed, . | 
W. but was immediately undeceived by [ 
of M :h- late agonized woman herſelf, 
ait MW wii aroſe from her knees, and walking 
ner towards bim in her religious habit, 1 
det WM with 4 {miling countenance recounted | 


ut. the particulars of her fudden reco- 
da ee. He, who outtacing the beſt 
nb. W Hil orian and the holy Dottors of the 
ty WM Church, maintained miracles to have 
ad MW cealcd, was forced to ſay, God ri Om- 
the N we, w gives viſible marks of 
m. his due Church in thele latter ages, 
ot as he was pleaſed to do at the firſt 
the ieee 7 Of the goſpel, This mira» 


un culzyvs cure was fully atteſted by 'worn | 
und WM vun flo both as to her dying cone 19 
01d gur, on, end inſtantaneous reſettlement | 
tne in been, as appears by along printed 
relation , approved by the molt illuſ— [ | 
tlie Ir19uS bi Mop of Poictiers, wherein 1 | 
of de jeveral paſſages, here omiued for iff 
J1eur brerny. 1 
lest. ens hope ndous favour was attend. j 
en- af with two others. of the like TELL | 
de- eit days atier, Waen Madam Lau- 
mi MW bow mon was ſeized with a deſpe- 
nich rate - oleurily; whici. four of the ableſt | 
C 2 | 
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52 Of St, Joseph's Affiftance, 


phyſicians of that place, judged in. 
curable, and thought it in vain 19 


apply remedies; ſhe was then big 


with child, which was a great addition 
to her dangerous circumſtances, but 
underſtanding that the ointment, re. 
maining on the ſide of liſter Jane de 
Angelis, had been taken off with a 
fine linen cloth, and was carefully 
preſerved, an expreſs was diſpatched 
in all haſte to Loudun, deſiring the 
favour of lending the cloth, which had 
wiped off the heavenly * It 
was brought to the ſick lady, and the 
odoriferous flavour filled her with 
ſenſible joy, application being made 
to her fide, the found herlelf per. 

fectly ee She was allo freed 
from another danger, of almoſt equal 
hazard, being delivered a few hours 
after of a child, which the Dottors 
and Surgeons concluded had been 
dead a whole month in her body. 

A ſtrong young man at Laubouge- 
ment, called Claude Murner, was 
brought io low and feeble by a violent 
fever, and an ulcerated ſwelling, ex- 
tending itſelf from the ribs to the 
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Of Se. Joſiph's Afiftance, 53 
reins, that the Phyſicians of Maſcon 


# were of opinion, that the breaking of 

oa WOE cer would carry bim off; or if | 

in he ſurvived the running of collected | 

at humours, be would remain a cripple | 

= all the days of his life. Upon this a 

de ra, ſome of the ſick man's rela- ' 

0 by ns adviſed him to a vow to St. ; 

ly Jep, to confeſs and communicate; | 
ed elgious perſon offering the ſame | 
ks hay the unbloody ſacrifice, to im- 


ad plore St. Joſeph's aſſiſtance. This 
n 9-06, bis fide being rubbed with what 


i had touched the aforeſaid linen cloth, | 
ith and ſwallowed a bit of paper, which i 
de bed touched the ſame, and upon © | 
er. iich was written the molt ſacred { 4 
* name of Jeſus, that very day the fe- 11 
* ver lelt him, the ſwelling waſted away, | 

4 

y 


5 h18 engih returned, ſo that three 
on es four days after he undertook on 
en bortebeck a journey of ſeven leagues, 
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W "8 have inſtanced in theſe three | 

ge. BRINE happened to others at Lyons, 1 

vas W | <4 Gux and Loudun, who by the | 
ont ewe means were cured at delperate 5 

a, lifempets. | 
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$4 Of St. Foſ*ph's Aſfiftance, 
Margaret Rigaud, a profeſſed reli. 


gious, in St. Eliz betb's monaſtery at 
Lyons, fell from a floor one ſtory oy gh; 
the bruiſe of ber head was fo terrible 
that the blood guſhed out of her eare, 
and deprived her almoſt of ſenſe. She 
could not take any relt, even on the 
ſofteſt pillow, and the evil increaſing, 
a conſultation of Phy ſicians and Sur— 
geons was beld, who unanimouſly 
agreed the head was to be opened, 

otherwiſe ſhe would abſolutely loſe 
her ſenſes, it not her life. The lan— 
guiſhing patient defired the hazardous 
operation might be deterred. In the 
mean time her Superior, moved by 

divine inip! ation, ordered a Com- 
munion niue days together, in hovour 
of St. Joſleph, tor her recovery. | ie 
violent pains continued eight days 
without abatement, and the ninth wes 
running on, Wilna any probable 
oppcurance of a change; wherefore 
lome of the religious propoſed, tnat 
the wounded creature ſhould make a 
vow to St. Antoine, who by ber 
interceſſion, obtained relief in ſuch 
fort of bruiſes and contuſions. A fer- 
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OF 82. Joſeph's Afſilancee 


| | 
_ BB +orons devotes of the holy Patriarch | 
t being oreſent, and unwilling that any 4 
ö; ober ſhould have the honour of the | | 
i cure, oppoſed vigorouſly the motion, # 
„ and begged their patience, at leaſt till | 
0 the nine "days were expired, which a 14 
6 few urs would complete. This be- 7 41 
7 i; cranied, ſhe withdrew herſelf, and F 
. proliiating repreſented to St. Joſeph 4 
y how the wounded and ſick woman 
| 11a! been firſt recommended to his : | 
e tender compeſſion, that he would not | 
. permit any other to deprive him of + i 
iq the glory, and ſeeing he had power i 
0 to clieve her, ſhe conjured bim by 14 
5 the eminent prerogatives of being 
by nuiltty father of Jeſus, and ſpouſe to 19 
ur tie mother of God, to grant her re- i 1 
1 duell; promiſiug a gratetul acknow- _ ] | 
vi I 1m enteo pertorm nine mortifica— 1 
1 tons in his honour, and to recite nine | | 
le I es tis prayer, aſſigne 1 by the holy i | 
re IM Ciouich. Towards the cloſe ot the ninth 1 | 
at day, he fick perſon found herlelf fo | 
a perth cured, thatiifing up, ſhe could 
er not contain herlelf from 8 | 
5 round the houſe, and proclaiming, @ 
mY unracle, a miracle! The glorious Saint 
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x6 Of St, Tofeph's AffeRances 
made her alſo happy, by an additional 


favour, viz. before her illneſs, it was 
a mortification-to alliſt in the choir, 


' and plain fong ſeemed inſupportable; 


but after the recovery, none was a 
more runttoal obſerver of relig ous 
duties in the whole community: ſhe 
ſet a high elſi mation on perfection, and 
choſe St. Joſeph for her principal 
Patron, for obtaining health to her 
body, but much more tor divine grace 


to her foul. 


The . dreadful contagion of the 
plague 1 is a Viſible [courge of God, it 
is a quick execuitoner of a provoked 
Deity, to make ſt:ful nations ſenſible 
of = deſpiſed Omuipotent; it hur 
Ties on bold prevaricators by multi. 
tudes to the inexorable Judgment- 
ſeat, there to receive an umepealable 
Gene according to the nature of 
their crimes. To prevail with the 
ſtubborn Hebrews for an oblervance 
of the written law, God declared by 
Moſes that he would puniſh the in— 


fringers with a peſlilence Levit. xxvi. 
25. Which juſt threats are frequently 
repeated and inculcated, by the pro- 


3 1 
n KN 8 N 2 


— 


Of St. Jaſepb's Aliſance. 57 


pets ſeremias and Ezekiel. For 
David's vanity in numbering the peo- 
ble the Almighty ſent a plague upon 
ira}, which ſwept off ſeventy thou- 
tand. 2 Kings xxiv. 15. And at the 
full period of the world, mortals will 
be nuniſhed with plague and famine. 
57. Mat. xxiv. 7. It is needleſs to 
zive inflances of God's humbling 
proviaces and kingdoms in the Law 
of Grace; it is yet frefh in memory, 
how one of the flouriſhing cities of 
the world was laid waſte and deſolate 
nut half an age ago. The city of 
Avignon was viſited by the plague, 
ner the beginning of the laſt century. 
{4c inhabitants epprehended utter 
deſolation, made folemn vows to God 
in honour of St. Joſeph, to oblerve 
bis feait for ever afterwards in the 
mot pious manner, winch put a ſtop 


te the ſpreading contagion. This 


cauſed ſeveral at Lyons to have re- 


courte to him in like dangerous cir- 


ciinilances. Take the few tollowing 


examples of the joyful ſuccefſs. 
_lonfieur Augery, an Advocate in 
the Patliament of Dauphiae, being at 
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55 | Of St. ofſeph's Aſifanee, 


Lyons on the 1zth of July, 1698, 
underſtood that his ſon Theodore, 
ſeven years of age, was ſeized by the 
plagne, which as uſual occaſioned a 
violent fever. A hard lwelling with 
the bubo ſhewed itſelt under the rig\t 
arm. The afflitied father made i vow 


to God, that if St. Joſeph, by his 


interceſhon, would procure his ſon's 
recovery, and preſerve the reſt of the 


family, conſiſting of nine perſons, he 
would for nine days together viſit the 
Saint's Church, and hear ſo many 
Maſſes; he would offer wax candles 


at bis altar, with a votive picture, 23 
a laſting acknowledgment of the #4. 
vour. Inihe mean time the ſick youth 


was viſited by the Plague-ſurgeons, 


and although yet living, was given 
over and deſpaired of; accordingly, to 
prevent farther infection, he was car- 
ried to St. Lazarus's, the Peſt-houſe; 
and that the miracle might appear 
more evident, at his arrival there he 
perſectly recovered, and not one of 
the family had afterwards the leall 
ſymptom of the diſtemper. The ta- 
ther performed gratefully his promile, 


Of St. Jaſeph's Afſiance. 59 
hanging up at the Altar of St. Joſeph 


1 picture, movingly repreſenting bis 
Wie, children and himfelf on their 
knees, giving thanks to God for the 
fai our obtained by St. Joſeph's inter- 
ceſſfion. At the bottom, the miracle 
was expreſſed, and atteſted by the 
Advocate's own hand. 

Zather Melchior de Fang, religious 
of (:e Society of Jeſus, aſſiſting thoſe 
in ihe Peſt-hoaſe to depart happily, 


das vilited by the fame infection, and 


lay in extremity, all deſpairing his 


recovery. A Prieſt of the ſame order 


oblerving him near expiring, made a 


vow (inviting the fick man to join 


wur him} that upon the return of his 
health, he would offer nine Maſſes for 
th.iklprvg in the church of St. 
Toleph : at that inſtant he recovered 
1+ ſpeech, and likewiſe perfett health. 
the alliſtance and protection of the 
molt holy Patriarch was fo manifeſt, 
tat hoſe who were appointed maſ-— 
ters of health in Lyons, to attend 
the infected, recommending them— 
ſelves to St. Joſeph, were all pre- 
ler ved, We diſcharge of 
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58 Of $1, Joept's Afipante. 
Lyons on the 15th of July, 1648, 
underflood that his ſon Theodore, 


ſeven yeats of age, was ſeized by the 
plagne, which as uſual occaſioned a 
violent fever. A hard ſwelling with 
the bubo ſhewed itſelt under the right 


arm. The afflitied father made à vow 
to God, that if St. Joſeph, by his 


interceſſion, would procure his ſo' 
recovery, and preſerve the reſt of the 


family, conſiſting of nine perſons, he 


would for nine days together viſit the 


Saint's Church, and hear ſo many 
Maſſes; be would offer wax candles 


at his altar, with a votive picture, as 
a laſting acknowledgment of the fg. 
vour. In the mean time the ſick youth 
was viſited by the Plague-furgeons, 
and although yet hiving, was given 
over and deſpaired of; accordingly, to 
prevent farther infection, he was car. 
ried to St. Lazarus's, the Peſt-houſe; 
"and that the miracle might appear 
more evident, at his arrival there he 
perſectly recovered, and not one of 
the family had afterwards the leall 
ſymptom of the diſtemper. The fa 
ther performed gratefully his promitt, 
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Of St. Jaſepb's Aiſtance. 59 
hanging up at the Altar of St. Joſeph 


a picture, movingly repreſenting bis 


wile, children and himſelf on their 


knees, giving thanks to God for the 
fa cur obtained by St. Joſeph's inter- 
ceſion. At the bottom, the miracle 
was expreſſed, and atteſted by the 
Advocate's own hand. 

#ather Melchior de Fang, religious 
of de Society of Jeſus, aſſiſting thoſe 
in ihe Peſt-hoaſe to depart happily, 
wi viſited by the ſame infection, and 
lay in extremity, all deſpairing his 
recovery. A Prieſt of the ſame order 
obſerving him near expiring, made a 
vo. inviting the fick man to Join 
with him) that upon the return of his 
health, he would offer nine Maſfles for 


th.ukforvg in the church of St. 


Toleph : at that inſtant he recovered 
n+ ſpeech, and likewiſe perfect health. 
the alliſtance and protetiion of the 
woit holy Patriarch was fo manifeſt, 
that thoſe who were appointed mal. 
ters of health in Lyons, to attend 
the infected, recommending them— 
ſelves to St. Joſeph, were all pre- 
leryed, although in the diſcharge of 
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60 O/ Sr, Joſeph's Afſihance, 


their charitable duty, they were daily 


expoſed to evident danger, Whereſote 
after the plague was abated, in the 
year 1638, 8975 came proceſſionally in 
a body to St. Joleph' s Church, there 
confeſling, communicating and pre- 
ſenting offerings at his aher, to expreſs 
their tender gratitude for lo lignal a 
favour. 

1ivenet, a pious old man, living 
near Lyons, in a village called St. 
Laurence D' Auger, being infeticd 
with the plague, enquired of the Vicar 
of the place, who came to diſpoſe him 
for eternal! lite, whether there re- 
mained any hopes of a recovery? No 
other, anſwered the Paſtor, than 10 
have recuurle 10 St, Joſe ph making a 
vow to {olemnize his Feast yearly, and 
that day to confeſs and communicate, 
and tor nine days to recite ſeven 
Pater's and Ave's, concluding them 
with theſe words, Je ſus, Maria, Jo- 
ſe pb. The good old man made a vo, 
and that iuſtant found himdell feed 
from the coniagion, admiring what 


was become of the ſores and {wellings 


which ſo luddenly diſappeared. 
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/ St. Joſephis Afſiflance. 61 


Bennet Gontelle, a gardener, near 
Si. Joſeph's Church, loſt every gay 
one of his femih, confiffing of (exens 
teen perſons: his wite and all his | 

ren had been carried tv the Pelt= } 
reuſe which was the next ſtep to 
then graves; for there they died; he | 
and @ ſervant only furvived, who ex- 
potted hourly to follow the reſt: Fa- 
t. Barry going to comfori them in 
tat lad affliction, advifed him to 
me a vow 10 S.. Joſeph, by which 
he thould engage to offer {everal Maſe Þ | 
ſes and Communions in his honour if 
by his :ntercefſion he ſhould obtain his 
and his ſervant's preſervation from 
the plagne, which had fo infected his. 
whole houſe; and the good Father 


n 1 See vr ne „ = Se 


jour e with him in the vow. Al. 
; mighty God heard their prayers, and 3 | 
both were lecured from the danger. 1 
1 Martin de Bau, a child of four 
years of age, was ruck with the in- I} 
7 hi, on a ſudden, winlit he was at 
d play, and all gave him jor loſt. The. 
t altea nete mother being in great de- 
„ [0tton, was counfelied tp recommend | 


him to St. Joleph. To you 1 recom- 
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| | 62 Of St. Foſeph's Affitante, 
mend my child. Two hours after her 
|} huſband obſerving ſigns of approach. 
ig death, called his wife, who made 
| a fort of pious complaint in theſe few 


1 
| words, Ak! Se. Foſeph! No ſooner ff | 
i 


had ſhe expreſſed her grief in this 


manner, but the child recovered, ci}. 
| 


tt. 
2 e 
T b 


ed to his mother for meat, aroſe from 
his bed, and cried out: I am well, &. 
'tF Fo/eph hath cured me. There re. 
mained not the leaſt mark of his dil 
| eaſe, and his ſtrength was ſo fully | 
F reſtored, that the next morning he | 
went to St. Joſeph's Church to return 
|| thanks. A votive picture was altei- 
Wards huug up, to teltify not only the 
child's, but likewiſe the father's deli. 
very from the lame evil, by appli- 
cation to the bubo ſome cotton that 
had touched the heavenly ointment 
at Loudun, wherewith St. Joſeph bad 
cured miraculouſly a religious woman 
of that place, as is above mentioned. 
1 ſhould paſs the bounds of this 
ſhort treatiſe, were I to ſet down the 
manifold favours granted by Almigtiy 
God at the interceſſion of St. Jolep®, 
There is not any condition or late 
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Of St. Joſeph's Afilance. 6 3 


of life, which has not experienced 
5105 power when invocated. Father 


Barry inſtances this truth in virgins, | 


married perſons and women travei- 
ling in child-bmth, The devils in poſ- 
ſeed perſons have frequently thewn 
their indignation againſt the Foſter- 
father of their Creator, and have 
trembled at St. Joleph's name. St, 
1 {aid mucb in few words, when 

-qnainting the world, as is ſet down 


15 the beginning of this chapter, that 


aur Lord has given power to other 
Saints, to relieve us in Tome par- 
a Tr neceſſity, but that glorious 
t. Joſeph has power to ſuccour us 

' 13 them all.” 
Sh be holy Patriarch not only pro- 
particular clients, but likewiſe 
W whole communities and religious or- 
ders. Two centuries are paſt, ſince 


tt 


he never ſufficiently praiſed holy or- 


der of the Carthuſians, apprehending 


+ total diſlolution, no ſubjects offering 
bes ilelves to enter, held a general 
chapter at Grenoble: the main con- 
cem was to implore St. Joleph's 
«l1:Rance, in the dangerous condition 
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62 Of St, Fofeph's A fiſtante. 


mend my child, Two hours after her 
buſband obſerving ſigns of approach- 


iog death, called his wite, who made 


a ſort of pious complaint in theſe few 
words, Ah! St. Fojeph! No footer 
had ſhe expreſſed her grief in this 
manner, but the child recovered, ci}. 
ed to his mother for meat, aroſe From 
his bed, and cried out: I am well, &. 
Foſeph hath cured me. There re. 
mained not the leaſt mark of his dif. 
eaſe, and his ſtrength was ſo fully 
reſtored, that the next morning he 
went to St. Joſeph's Church to return 
thanks. A votive picture was after 
wards hung up, to teſtify not only the 
child's, but likewiſe the father's deli. 


very from the lame evil, by appli- 


cation to the bubo ſome cotton that 
had touched the heavenly ointment 
at Loudun, wherewith St. Joleph had 
cured miraculouſly a religious woman 
of that place, as is above mentioned. 

I ſhould pals the bounds of this 
ſhort treatiſe, were I to fet down tie 
manifold favours granted by Almigtty 
God at the interceſſion of St. Jolrp 
There is not any condition or tate 
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of life, which has not experienced 
bis power when invocated. Father 


Barry inſtances this truth in virgins, 


married perſons and women travel- 
ling in child-birth. The devils in poſ- 
felled perſons have frequently thewn 
iheir indignation againſt the Foſter- 
father of their Creator, and have 
tre:mbled at St. Joſeph's name. St. 
Tereſa ſaid much in few words, when 
acquainting the world, as is ſet down 
i the beginning of this chapter, that 
Hur Lord has given power to other 
Saints, to reheve us in fome par- 
' ticular neceſſity, but that glorious 
St. Joſeph has power to ſuccour us 
in them all.” __ 
The holy Patriarch not only pro- 
tetis particular clients, but likewiſe 
Whole communities and religious or- 
ders, Two centuries are paſt, fince 
tte never ſufficiently praiſed holy or- 
der of the Carthuſians, apprehending 
a tal diflolution, no ſubjects offering 


themſelves to enter, held a general 


chapter at Grenoble: the main con— 
cn was to implore St. Joleph's 
all:ance, in the dangerous condition 
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of their languiſhing body, that it 


might not expire. To 4acihiate the 


way, and deſerve compaſſion trom 


heaven. the congregated fathers ch uſe 
St. Joſeph as their patron and pro- 


teftor ; they paſſed an unaſterable 
decree, that for the future his feet 
ſhould not only be obſerved as of 
precept (Which was not at that ime 


commanded by the Church), but like. 


wiſe that it ſhould be ſolemnized, 
after the manner of one of the creat. 


eſt days in the Roman Calender. 
The ſe pious offerings were accepted 


by St. Joſeph, and proved to etlicact- 


ous, that in all parts of the world 
where they are eſtabliſhed, they have 


never ſince wanted proper ſubjects. 
This glorious Saint brings allo 


whole: provinces and nations to the 
Catholic faith, New France owns 
him as a propagator of his goipel, 
whole legal parent he was. In the 
Southern parts of America, the chief 
Miſſion is called, the Miſſion of S.. 
- Fojeph. Under his auſpicious con- 


Cuirence in the year 1620, two hugs 
dred families were baptized, and Ur 


Of St.. pb Aſiſtance. 65 


example influenced fix neighbouring 
towns to unite themſelves to the true 
faith, that they might partake of thoſe 
ſbritnal and temporal bleſſings, which 
St, Joleph obtained for the thrice 


hap|) y converts. From the entrance 
into that part of the world, the zealous 
milllonaries had ſuch an affirenee of 
the Patriarch's power, that the fathers 
of the ſociety gave the name of Jo- 
leph to the firſt Tarquois they bap- 
7d, offering him the firſt fruits of 
theilt :polohcal labours, 

What 1s already ſaid, may be to 
Chrilt's faithful a {ufficient proof of 
this comtortable truth, how thoſe who 
are in St. Joſeph' $ een have Jeſus 
and Mary propitious on their fide, 


The bleſſed Virgin encourages devo- 
tion to her beloved ſpoule and royal 
conſort, witneſs that eminent maſter 


of 11111 and prudent director of St. 
Tereſa, Baltazar Alvares, S. |. who 
lying beck at Validolid in # burning 


fever, one of bis order aſſiſting him, 


heli vp an image of aur bleſled Lady 
and Js Joſeph, adviſing him to re- 
commend himſelf to the ſpoule of 
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| 4 66 Of Sr, Jaſeph's Afſiance, 


Mary: «© You have reaſon,” ſaid Al. 0 
{| varez, for the mother of God has 
| * commanded me exprelsly to do lo,” 
Hle owned afterwards that he received 

3 this command in the holy houſe of ] 

Loretto. Favourites of heaven are not tt 

only counſelled, but commanded to tc 

practiſe and propagate devotion to { 

our Patriarch, as was clearly ſigniſied v 

to St. Bridgit and St. Gertrude. The a 

holy mother St. Tereſa of Jeſus, wes ſ 

filled with infinite joy and delights N 

{to uſe her own words in the founda. 1 

tion of Avila) when on the teitival 1 

of our bleſſed Lady's Aſſumption, the 7 

queen of all ſaints and angels ap- s 

peared to her with St. Joſeph ; the 1 

mother of God cook her by the hand. ! 

telling her that the ſervice done to f 


her very much, promiſing aſſiſtance 
in her religious undertakings. The ; 
following chapter inſtructs how we } 
may deſerve to be taken notice of by 
the ſaid immaculate Virgin, by ho- 
nouring her beloved conlort. b ; 
| | 
| 


her dear ſpouſe St. Joſeph, plealed . 
\ 
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he, 


Cna?, IV. Divers Methods of ho- 


nourtng St. Joſephs 


SAAC, the ſon of faithful Abra- 


ham, drawing near to bis depar- 
ture out of this world, ordered Elau 
to take his arms, his quiver and bow, 
(Gen. xxvii. g.) to go abroad and pro- 
vide by hunting what might be agree=- 
able to his aged father's palate, and 
ſo receive -@ bleſſing before he died. 
No man certainly can be fo grolsly 
miirken as to conchade from hence, 


here was not variety at home to 
reire/h the decrepid Patriarch. No, 


lars Lynanus, berein lies couched a 
my ſlery of morality, that a /on 2 


rerewes @ bleſſing mnt be obſequtous 


and /crve his father, The pallage of 


tic iiftory of the Eaſtern Church, 


which was found and preſented as 
authentic to Pope Adrian the VIch, is 
Jeſus Chiift afliſting St. Joſeph on 
lis geath bed, leaned on his pillow, 
tog him by the hand, received his 


fait breath, cloſed his eyes, and im- 
med.ately before this glorious parent 


l1whly comfortable; how our Lord 
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expired, the Redeemer of. all men 
gave him his bleſſing for a happy 
paſſage, with an aſſurance to beſtow 


the ſame on all thoſe who ſhould offer 


ſacrifice to God in honour of St. Jo- 
{eph, en the day of his happy depar- 
ture, which the Roman Chuich cele- 
bretes on the nineteenth of March, 


the Greeks obſerving it on the twenty- 


ſixth of December, as Baronius re- 
counts in bis Martyrology. Though 
they differ about the time of his de- 
ceaſe, yet they are unanimous as (0 
the feſtival of his eſpouſals, viz. the 
twenty ſecond of January, of bis flight 
into Egypt on the twenty-ſecond of 
December, and his return from thence 
on the ſeventeenth of January, In 
obſerving thele days, and performing 
other devotions to him, due regard is 
to be had to the above mentioned 
rule. A /on who ea pects a bleſjing nujt 
be ob/equtous to his father, 

Works are more faithful declarers 
of the mind than words, or ſole lip- 
worſhip. The crafty Gibeonites with 
greater ſhew of ejoquence and ſec m- 
ing piety, extolled the wonders of ike 
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Omnipotent, than favoured Rahab, as 
we lead at large in the ſecond and 
ninth chapter of Joſue, She ſaid, 
e have heard how the Lord dried up 
the waters of the Red Sea at your en- 
i11;nce, and what he hath done to the 


e Amorrhean kings Og and Selon: 


But the men of Gibeon agarefſed Foſue 
in he name of the Lord his God, pro- 
claiming to the whole camp, We have 
heard the fame of his power, every thing 


he hath done in Egypt, and to the two 


fangs on the other fide of the river 
Jordan, Og and Bajan, and Sehon of 

Hie/cbon 5 what a glorious profeſſion 
of divine power! this notwithſtand- 
ing, the Gibeonites were condemned 
to perpetual flavery of drawing water 
and hewing wood, whilſt Rahab was 
honourably entertained, taken in mare 
riaze by Salmon, one of the chief prin- 
ces of the Hebrew nation, from whoſe 
poil-rity our bleſſed Saviour Jeſus 
was born. The ſolid reaſon of this 
different treatment was this;  Rahan 
belizved with a ferm faith, and with 
fu! devotion entertained the tio men 
fent eso view the land, (Orig. hom. 10. 
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no How to honour St. Foſeph, 


in Joſue); ſhe ated as ſhe believed; 
ſhe ran the hazard of her life and 
fortune in protecting the ſpies, and 
ſetting them ſafe away; for had the 
king of Jerico known that ſhe con. 
cealed them, no doubt herſelf and her 
houſe would have been conſumed to 
aſhes before the iſraclites ſet flame to 
the city: whereas the pretended am- 
baſſadors from Gibeon calculated all 
their projets according to the dilſem. 
bling rule of policy and ſelt-preſe; va- 
tion: Tueit contrivances and ſpeeches 
were uſhered in by falſhood ; and 
although the Hebrew commander, 


and the wile ſeniors of the Sy. 


gogue, weie fo far over reached by 
the fictitious nat rative, as to {wear is 
a covenant, and ipare their lives, yet 


they were jultly i.ntenced to diudges 


Ty 3nd ſlavery. 
Wh retoie it will be of little ad- 
vantage to give fair words, and lay, 


We have heard of the prerogatives, 


power an pr orvelion of St. fuſt;1; we 


muſt pertect wo: ds by works, awoke les ; 


rious loughts 10 { rve God faithiuily, 
for this is the citet method ui loueure 
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How to Bonour Ct. Joſe ph. Tt 
inp the Patriarch. It is pharifatca] 
cant to cry, Lord! Lord! and ſtop 
there; ſuch hypocrues will not eſcape 
the deluge of flames: and it ought to 
he remembered that the olive branch 


brought by Noah's dove to the float- 
ing ark, preſaging peace to mankind, 


| had not only verdant leaves, but was 


loaden with nuit. Hence a holy 
doctor of the Church gives neceſſary 
zdv1ce, not to lourtiſh with {eaves on- 
ly, or words, but to offer fruit, (St. 
Aug. Tract. 6 in Joan.) to entertain 
reſointely divine grace, to leave the 
tract of people out of the way, waſte 
ce1ing towards eternal perdition, and 
by a virtuous life to deſerve the fa- 
vour of God, and the protettion of 
dt, Joſeph. SIS 
chere is a feaſtein the whole year 
(next thoſe dedicated to God, and 
the Hlaſſed Virgin) giving aflurance 
of obraining our petitions and fecili- 
tatig talvation, it is that of St. Jo- 
lep. St. Tereſa declares in the {ixth 
ciap'er of her life, „that for divers 
* years the defired lomething of him 


Ld 


: £ ans al 1 „6 N 
een N07 „ THERETO IONIC EE, 1 
$00 OR ( 


4 4&0" \ 


= NES 


72 How to honour St. Joſeph, 


« upon his feſttval day, and ever found To 9 
« it granted; and if peradventue IM */'*" 
* her petitien was any way deficient, 80 Je 
% heredreſled ii for her greater good. lect 
On that day holy ſacraments are to be © 
frequented, entertaining with flaming of a C 
_ devotion that Omnipotent committed 85 
to the care of St. Joſeph. The vo- lep'1's 
tive oblation may be recited, and his Pert 
life read over. It will alſo be a f. I 
gular way of honouring him, if the MW © 
pious clients procure the ſacrament MW ©* 


of Holy Maſs to be offered to God in Mark 


thankſgiving for bis eminent glory, the D 

The univerſal practice of honour. ne e 

ing our holy Patriarcb, is to recite his Was 3 

= little office, his litantes, hymn and dev] 
= prayer; either daily, or for a ſet time, WM © 
W 2s occaſion or devotion require aud ; Bo 
St. U 


ſuggeſt. They are a compendious | 
eulogium of his praiſes. The bol Lani! 


0 2 £ 4 E T 
lowing example will acquaint you hov tell i) 
«acceptable they are to him. . 

557 


be Piioreſs of the Urſulins, of the 
houſe of Cole and Loudun, by Al- but n 
mighty God's permiſſion, was po MW 
ſelled with an evil ſpirit, who ton, lo my 
mented her after a violent manuel 10 re 


2 
(of 3 L F | | 
. Ws bu 4; : b | . : * e 0 — > 2 = s - £ A 
RINGS 2 EET N Þ SIR oe ft ONE! yy r E 
re 8 Ma 3 IPs OEM AE IN RT 1 8 er 


* 0 1 A A os Brett + 1. . ol phe... > 3 * * 
2. a bead mo fue 9 „„ 


How to Honour St. Jiſepb. 73 
To defend herſelf againſt his inſulting 


tyra nv, ſhe was accultomed to crave 
$:, ſolaph's blefſing a devotion prac 
tile by many others before the ex- 
arci{1ns, as a dutiful child would beg 
of a compaſſionate parent. She allo 
obliged herſelt to recite daily St. Jo- 
ſep')'s office, for a whole year, and to 
;-rtorm ſome weekly penance in his 
w1our, Two or taree days after the 
vv, the infernal enemy was forced 
away at the fitſt exorciſm, leaving the 
mark of a croſs on her forehead, as 
the prieſt had injoined him; and to 
the end it might be knowa that it 
was atthe Patriarch's interceſſion, the 
dai cried out hideoully, Joſepli is 
come, and Leviathan muſt depart. 
dome religious of the ſaid order of 
i, Irtala had a deſign to ſettle at 
Lanibefa in Provence, the inhabitants 
tel::iying an earneſt defire of their 
£01112g and company; wherefore 
they tranſported themſelves thither, 
but met with unexpetted difficulties 
an” :lappointments, They could not 
ſo much as find a proper houſe to hire, 
40 retolved to return back to Aix, 
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from whence they came. In the mean 


time they had recourſe to St, Joſe pb; 
they choſe him for the protector of 
| their pious intentions, and reſolved 
to recite after Maſs his Litany for 
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; nine days together. Before the ninth 

day, a virtuous prieſt of ſubſlance and 

a authority came to diſcourſe the Urſu. 

lin ſuperior: he had built a church, 
and a houſe adjoining to it, near 
E Lambeſa, in honour of St. Tereſa: 
#3 he made an offer to them both of 
* houſe and church, and actually put 
8 them into poſleſſion of both; as it 
St. Tereſa bed diretted bim to pio-- | 
vide for thoſe devotees of her dear ye: 
Faller and ſounder. wit 
1 A ieligious houſe of Nuns (as P. foi 
Barry had from the mouth of a ſupe- end 
rior) had not received a confiderable in: 
time any novices, which occaſtoned Ipet 
HB great affliction, leſt in few years the 
; 7 family ſhould want {ubjects to conti. 


.. 
"_ 


nue a ſucceſlion. They all reſolved 
to ſay St. Joſeph's prayer alter Mals, 
for {fix months; which devotion be- 
ing unanimouſly and chearfully un- 
dertaken, that the Patriarch, whoÞ | 
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2 protettorx of religious orders, would 


vouchſate to provide for them. A 
ſew days after a young lady of qua- 
lity and fortune offered herſelf to live 
aud die with them in God's ſervice. 
The community was ſenſible of the 
favour, and to this day continue their 
gtatcful acknowledgment. I cannot 
omit what is worthy of memory, the 
devotion of Monſieur Henry Chycot, 
anon of Chartres, which he expreſſ- 
eil for the aforeſaid prayer, By his 
alt Will and Teſtament, be left a 
conſiderable ſum of money, as a per- 
petal joundation, to be dilflributed 
.rlyamorgſt the canons of Chartres, 
with this obligation, to ling daily St. 
J oh's bymn and prayer; to the 
nd bis ih contribute when abſent, 
in a more happy place, to have his 
ipecis! patron honoured upon earth. 
As molt perions place 1 in their beſt 
rooms repreſentations in colours of 
ach as they tenderly love, as teftimo- 
nies of their eſteem and afetiion ; fo 
he dcyou clients of St, Joſeph will 
do well to ſet up his picture in their 
Privale oratories, or Cal ry It in minia- 
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1 16 How to honour St. Joſephs 
ture about them. St. Tereſa prafliſed 
! this, and the little picture is ſtill pie. f, 
{ ferved at Avila. By our Lord's di- 
| rettion, ſhe placed over the pate of 7 
ber firſt reformed monaſtery, the ſta. oh 
tue of St. Joſeph, with that of his im- * 
} . maculaie Spouſe. When St. Francis J T 
de Sales departed moſt happily at Ly. Fl 
ons, there was but one looſe pitiure 17 
9 found in his breviary, which was of 41 
St. Joſeph. The aforeſaid St. Terca 1 , 
7 now enjoys the lafling reward due to Fr 
ber merits, and indefatigable labour, 5 
in reforming an ancient religious | 5 
order, and erecting thirty-two monaſ- 1 
1 teries. We by a perſonal reformatin 15 
of our lives, mult fit ourſelves ſor , 
one of thoſe happy manſions in the 
3 houſe of our heavenly Father, Si. F. 
| 3 John xiv. 2.); for a very ſhort time of 
F< will fix us in Ae houſe of our ele? nity, Wy 
1 Eccleſ. xii, 3. We mult noi ole Ct 
| mort day-ligh: in catiying on the 11 
f . work; but humbly beg St. Jo— 5 
. eph's helping hand, that as he, fa her he 
like, affiiied that poor virgin in the ＋. 
j reformation, ſo likewiſe he will ta- ha 
ö i vour us his petiuoneis in taking ſecuie "FR 
K 
Fi 
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poſſeſſion of our glorious and ever. 


laſling manſions, 

To prepare the way weare to make 
friends of Mammon, that when death 
calls upon us we may be received into 
eternal tabernacles. St. Luke xvi. 9, 
The prophet Damiel counſelled impi- 
ous and proud Nabuchodonolor, to 
redeem tas fins with alms-deeds, and 
las in:quittes by ſhewing mercy to the 
poor, Dan, iv. 24-): perhaps, ſaid he, 
God will forgive thy crimes, and mi- 
tiza!e the puniſhment. This is ano— 
ther method of deſerving St. Joſeph's 
tvonrable protebtion, to give alms 
%a man in years, to a poor woman 
and her infant, in honour of the ſa- 
16d family of Nazareth. St. Vincent 
F-trerius relates, how a gentleman 
Valence had a pious cullom, a- 
monylt bis other good works, every 
Curiltmas-day, to invite a woman 
with a ſucking child, end an elderly 
man, to dine with him, for the love 
c bore to Jeſus, Mary and Joleph, 
ilis was fo picaling to God, that he 
hat ihe comfort and joy to behold on 
lis death-bed the divine gueſts, who 
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78 How to honour St. Jaſeph. 


were perſonated by thoſe he enter- 


tained; and as he was departing this 
world they gave him this tranſporting 
invitation to paradiſe: „Friend, 
you have every year invited us to 
« a feaſt in your houſe, now come, 
« and we will receive you to our 
“ teaſt, and into the dwelling-place 
„of the bleſſed, there to reign with 
„ us, and them, in all ſorts of con- 
„ tentment, as long as a happy eter- 
„ nuy ſhall laſt.” O! what com- 
fort for ſuch ſmall matters, to receive 


a hundred fold, and eternal life. St. 


Mat. ix. 29. 

St. Joſeph revealed himſelf, a devo- 
tion very acceptable to him, after the 
following manner: Two religion s of 
St. Francis's order having tullcred 
ſhipwreck, they happily laid hold ot a 
large plank which bore them up; hey 


were toſſed three days and three nights 


in this evident danger of ſinking, and 
10 this ſtarving diftreſs they had re- 
courle to St. Joleph, petitioning bis 
powerful afliitance in their deſperate 
circumſtances. The faint, though un- 
known, ſhewed himtelf to them, like 
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2 young man of beautiful and comely 
features, he encouraged them not to 
d-inond, and, as a fkilſul pilot con- 
ducted them ſafe to a ſecure harbour. 
A. their landing, they humbly craved 
the name of their deliverer, that they 
might perſonally acknowledge the 
Gngular favour? He told them his 
name was Joſeph, and recommended. 
to them the daily recital of feven Our 
Father's, and as many Hail Mary's, in 
memory of his ſeven griefs, and ſeven 
j0ys, which he related to them; and 
having ſaid this, he diſappeared. The 
goo! religious put the mentioned de- 
votlon into ſpeedy execution, and 
eile meditated on the myſteries 
lagesſted by him, who had ſecured 

eim from the dangers of the deep. 
Pater Morales adds that St. Joleph 
bad allured them, that be would ſue— 
cour others in neceſſity, and particu- 
larly at the hour of death, provided 
they prattifed the ſame devotion. 


The holy Minim Gaſper Bond had 
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a audable practice, at his going out {1 
of he convent, at his return, and in 
mo! of his actions, to call upon Jeſus, 

D 4 1 


W 
a How to honour St, Foſeph, 
Mary and Joſeph, that they would 


beſtow a bleſſing upon his undertak.  ' 

ings. On bis death bed he experi- 11 

enced incredible conſolation, and ) 
begged of the afſiflants and viſrers, 1 

that when they ſaw him agoniving, 1 

they would repeat with an avdible t! 
voice theſe three ſacred names, The ta 

laſt words he was heard to articulate 21 

|, on rendering of his ſoul to God, a 
{ were, ]:ſ\us, Maiia, Joſcph. It is in 1 
ttzqe power of many to honour the Ve 
FE name of Joſeph, by giving 1t to chil. th 
| dren in holy bapiitm, or at the uſe as 
| ! of reaſon taking it in the ſacrament in 
17 of confirmation. Wicked ſorceters N 
i have been forced to own, that they CA 
| have leis power over infants that re 
N bear his name. It is a matter of le 
f faq, that a perſon of quality having le; 
Iloſt all his children by witchcratt, a Mm 
j few days after their birth, was coun» d. 
4 ſelled by one, Who bad too great an N 
1 inſight into that black and d1abolical Jo 

I | art, to name his next ſon Joſeph; it 1 ®* 
| was done, and the child lived to inbe = 
KG Tit his father's eſtate and honour. _ 
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The learned Gerſon obſerves, how 
ſich who have loſt any thing they 
much eſteem, having recourſe to St. 
Joſeph, and performing ſome devo- 
ions in his honour, either to retrieve 
wiat is gone, or bearing it with pa— 
tience and reſignation, are more 


favguted in ſome other kind. He 


brings a proof of what he allerts, how 
an acquaintance of his recovered by 
thoſe means what he had loft of great 
value, It 18 perhaps on this account 
that ſcrupulous and anxious perſons 
1nplore his aſſiſtence, to obtain the 
1n2{timable treaſure of ſerenity of 
mind, and interior repoſe. He who 
experienced the loſs of Jeſus, when 
remaining in the temple of Jerula- 
lem, and the grief it coſt him, doubt- 
leis will not be wanting to comfort 
lis pious clients in anxiety and ari— 
ditics, Not to pals over in ſilence 


the merits of the above mentioned 
2 % - . ; 
John Gerſon, know, that it is he who 


being the zealous and eminently 


tieerned Chancellor of the Univerſity 


of Paris, was ſo paſſionate a lover and 
a murer of our Patriarch, that he com- 
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82 Hou to honour St. Joſeph, 


poſed a book in his honour, entitled 
Joſephin; and in all his eloquent ler. 
mons he never omitted to mention 
his praiſes. He maintains, that he 
was ſanctified in his mother's womb; 
that he had alſo abſolute command 
over ſenſuality ; that he was conhim- 
ed in grace; that he aroſe with our 
bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; that, 
except the bleſſed Virgin, no ſaint is 
greater in heaven. I could not omit 
this ſhort digrefſion, Gerſon having 
been ſelccted as one of the chief pa- 
negyriſts of St. Joſeph.  _ 
Some, in ie{pett to St. Joſeph, in- 
vocate ſaints who bore his name, viz. 
St. Jofeph, fon to the Samaritan wo- 
man, that gave water to our bleſſed 
Redeemer at the well of Jacob, (. 
John iv. b.; his feaſt is celebrated, 


on the twentieth of March, ſuffering 
then martyrdom with his mother and 
brother Victor. St. Joſeph the Juſt, 
a title given him by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Ads i. 23. : he was one of the ſeven- 
ty-two dilciples; and the apoſtles had 
ſo great an opinion of bis Jancuuiy, 
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that they named him with St. Ma- 
thizs to be ſubſtituted in the traitor 
Judas's apoſtleſhip. The records of 


Alexandria place him afterwards the 
Biſhop of Jeruſalem. The noble 


centurion, St. Joſeph of Arimathea, 


{ems to claim from Great Britain 
articular veneration. This worth 


diſciple of Chriſt diſcharged his duty 


tn time of preateſt danger, when the 


very Apoſtles 2bſconded: at that time 
animated by the dolorous Mother, he 
entered boldly into Pilate's preſence, 
not regarding his being cenſured an 
enemy to the fate, begged the body, 
enmbalmed it, and had the honour to 
depoſite the ſame in a ſepulchre pre- 
p::<d for imſelt, He ſupplied, as IL 


may lay, the place of our great Patri- 


arch; the one providing for Jeſus 


living, the other took care of Jeſus 
d-ad upon the croſs, and for his 
interment. He came afterwards to 


preach the goſpel in Our i{land, and 
Fonnded our firlt primitive monaſtery. 


ot (zlaftonhury. . 
religious man of Montſerat uſed 


to meditate frequently upon St. Jo- 
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84 | How to honour S/. Foſeph, 
ſeph's journey into Egypt, how he had 


afforded all manner of lervices to his 


God and to his chaſte Spouſe. He 
intermixed repeated thanks to the 
_ princely Patriarch, for what he had 
done upon all occaſions for his dear 
Redeemer, and the Virgin- Mother 
bis ſpecial advocate, It ſo fell out, 
that on a time, being at ſome diſtance 
from his monaſtery, and returning 
home, he miſtook the road, and wan. 
dered up and down, and round a 
mountain, ſo long, that he gave him- 
ſelf for loſt; he was not without ap- 
prehenſions of a violent death from 
lavage beaſls, which often ſhewed 
themlelves in that place, or periſhing 
by contagious fogs. The ſolitude of 
the night increaſed the horror, and 
no means to elcape appeared, but 10 
implore Heaven, He therefore fe- 
commended himſelf in the molt ter- 
vent manner to St. Joleph's proiec- 
tion, No ſooner had he done thts, 


but he found the good effect of his 


prayer. He immediately met a grave 
man leading an als, upon which lat 4 
woman with an infant in ber arms, 


How Io honour &i. Foſeph, 85 


This happy encounter was entertain- 
ed with a wonderful comfort and joy, 
which was conliderably augmented, 
when aſking the way, he who led the 
als offered to be his guide, and bid 
him follow. As they went together, 
he whole diſcourſe was of God, and 
the religious never found his affec— 
neus fo charmed even in time of fer- 
vordus prayer. Entering the village, 
where the monaſtery ſtood, they all 
three dilappeared, which gave aſſur— 
ance that St. Joſeph had delivered 
him from the danger; ſo acceptable 
it wes to meditate on ſome paſſage of 


his life, and to thank him for the care 


he took, and pains he underwent for 
„n, whom we adore in heaven, and 
upon our altars. 

There are ſeveral other ways of ho- 
nouring him, as to ſay the beads, to 
wear rings with his name engraved, 
a dome did at Lyons in the time of 
the peſtilence, and not one of that 
number were touched with the con- 
tipion; others have on their rings, 
Jeiss, Maria, Jofeph. But he is 
che honoured, as is above ſaid, by 
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86 How to honour St. Foſeþh, 


Honouring God in the imitation of 
his virtues. The pious reader may 
pick up what is moſt proper for his 
ſtate. I mention one virtue, becauſe 
the bleſſed Virgin was pleaſed to re- 
veal to St. Bridgit, that it had merited 
a particular crown of glory to St. To. 
ſeph. It was an uninterrupted ſeries 
of acts of conformity to the Divine 
pleaſure. In this he took fo great 
ſatisfaction, that it was his frequent 
aſpiration, Ok! that I may live to ſee 
ne will of God fulfilled. In Revel, 
St. Bridgit, Whether he ſaw his Sa- 
viour in the manger, or was obliged 
to withdraw into Egypt, whatever 
happened, did not contriſlate this juſt 


man, (Prov. x11. 21.), he never chang- 


ed countenance, but was equal in the 
inequality of human contingencies: 
We may without toi] imuate the Pa- 
- triarch, by deſiring only to live to ful- 

fil the will of God. Neceſſary rebg- 
nation will make us eaſy in all con- 
trarieties and diſappointments. It is 
both-4dilpleaſing. io our Maker, and 
contrary to right reaſon, to fret and 
vex ourſelves at what is not in our 
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How to honour St. Foſedhe 87 


power to prevent. It alſo frequently 

hzpnens, that what we lament as 

wanting, is more beneficial than what 
we prayed to obtain. A true believer | 
mult walk towards everlaliing bliſs, | 
hetwixt proſperity and adverſity, with 
2 contempt of both. Such men as a 


cenſure God's government of the 

world, are not_only malecontents, but 

open rebels. Although they mutter 

and murmur, it makes no alteration 
in divine decrees, for his counſel 
lands, and hes whole will is juſtified. | 
Laias xIvi. 10. The Almighty is a 

moſt tender Father, and an unerring | 

maſter, he takes care of every hair of ; 
2417 heads, St. Mat. x. go, and pro- z 
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vides better for us than we could do 
tor ourſelves, beſtowing temporal 
bleſhings or ſalutary ſcourges, accord- 
ing to what conduces to the improve- 
ment of his ſervants, who, like royal 
David, bleſs the Lord in all times, his 
prat/e is always in their mouths, Plalm 
Xxxi1!1, 2, Whether they are upon 
Mouat Thabor or Mount Calvary, 
they would not change their polls, 
becaule God had placed them there. 
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$8 How to honour St. Joſeph. 


This perfect conformity goes hand 
in hand with conſtant joy, for in the , 


throng of human mſeries no mortal i; 
more happy than he, who ig what he 
would be. Salvian. lib. de Provident, 
Such ſouls as reſolve ſeriouſly to en— 
ter after Chriſt into glory, muſt ſuf. 
ter with lum, and humbly beg to par- 
tzke of his divine appointments, and 
never to abandon him, even when 
ſweating blood in the garden, and 
proying to his heavenly Father, not 


as 1, but as thou wilt have it. St. 


Mat. xxvi. 39. 


Other particular virtues of St. 1 


ſeph, may be taken notice of, in the 
eight meditations of his life; they 
need no orator to commend them, no 
more than a jewel of ineſtimable va» 


lue, a toll to let it of, 
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DEVOTIONS To ST. JOSEPH, 
Spouſe of the B. V. Marr ; 
With Meditations on ſeveral Paſſages of 
his Life, 


An Ovlatton to St. Foſeph to chooſe him 


for a Patron. 


0 Holy Joſeph! Virgin- Soak of 


the Virgin-Mather of God, 


moſt plorious advocate of all ſack as” 


are in danger, or in their laſt agony; 
and moſt faithful protector of all the 


{c;-ants of Mary your deareſt Spouſe: . 


I XN. V. in the preſence of Jeſus and 


May, do from this moment chooſe | 


you tor my Lord and Maſler, for my 
powerful patron and advocate, for 
the obtaining a moſt happy death: 

and I firmly refolve and purpole, 
ever to torſfake you; and never to 


lay or do, nor even to ſuffer any un- 


der my charge to ſay or do, any thing 
againſt your honour; receive me 
therctore for your perpeiual ſervant, 


and tecommend me to the; eue 45 
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"go The Office of St. Jiſtpb. 


protection of Mary your deareft 


ſponſe, and to the everlaſting mercies 
of Jeſus my Saviour: aſſiſt me in all 


the ations of my whole life, all which 
I now offer to the greater and ever. 
laſting glory of Jelus and Mary, as 
well as to your own. Never there. 


fore forſake me, and whatſoever grace 


you lee moſt neceſſary and profitable 
to me, obtain it for me nov, and at 


the hour of my death, to which I now 
invite you. againſt the uncertain hour 
in which it ſhall happen, that whatſo- 


ever at this preſent, and on my death- 
bed, I cannot of myſelf obtain, nay 


by your gracious interceſſion be be- 
towed upon. me, by the God of my 


= -Joul, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who to- 


1 8 with the Father, &c. 
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Lord, open my lips. 
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The Office of St. Joſeph. 9 


V. O God, incline unto my aid. 

R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 

V. Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Ghoſt. 

R. As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever ſhall be, world without 
end. Amen, Alleluiah, 

71. Hymn. 

OSEPH, the fon of David was 

eſſeem d | | 
Father of Jeſus, who the world re- 
deem'd. 

The Virgin he eſpous'd, 

In heart conjoin'd, | 
And pnardian was of both by heaven 
aſhen'd. : 

Ant. All hail honour of the: Pati. 
arch, ſteward. of the holy Church. df 


God, who didft conſerve the breadvof. 
hte, and the wheat of the electr. 


O holy Joſeph, Pray for us. 


of t} e promiſes of Chriſt. 


The Prayer. e 


\ SSIST us, O Lord, we: Ae by 
thee, by the meriis of“ the” 
Spouſe of thy holy Mother that what * 
of ourſelves we cannot obtain, may "4 
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92 T he Office of St. Joſeph. 


be given us through his interceſſion; 
Who liveſt and reigneſt with God 
the Father, in unity of the Holy 
Ghoſt, world without end. Amen. 


At Prame, 
Jeſus, Mary, Joſeph. 
God, incline unto my aid. 


R. O Lord, make haſte to 


V. 


help me. 

V. Glory 
Alleluiah. 
7 . The Hymn. 

HEN de the Virgin did 
With child perceive, 
Perplex's in thought, thou her de- 

ſign'd to leave; 


= But in thy fleep an angel with his 


Jaca, 


8 Advis“ d thee not to fear, but to rejoice, 


Ax. All hail bonour of, Ke. as 
1 e p. 91. 
. Ie Prayer. 


be to the Father, &c. 


(® "7 'SSIST us, O Lord, we Lock 
„ k hee, &C, as before, p-. 911. 


T he Office of St. Joſephs | 
At the third Hour. | 


Jeſus, Mary, Joſeph. f 

V. God. incline unto my aid. ; 

R. O Lord, make haſte to 

help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &e. = 
Alleluiah. | q 108 
The Hymn. 3 0 
O Bethlehem, with the pregnant i 1 
Virgin he, i] 
Travell'd to pay th? impoſed ſubſidy : : | {if 
Where Chriſt was to be born, and in A il 

which place, A | 


He ſhortly ſhould his infant Lord 4 
embrace. 3 
Anl. 0 hail bonour of, Nc. as 
be 07. | 
V. O wy Joſeph, pray for us. 
R. Lhat we may be made Worth, 
of the promiſes of Chriſt, 
Die Prayers * & 
SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
| thee, &c. as before, 1. | 
At the Pra. 9 os 
_J-tus, Mary, Joleph. „ 
. 5 God, inchine une l 17 
J: R. © Lord, make bolle 9 


TY me. 
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The Oice of St, Joſepb. | 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c, 


Alleluiats _ 
The Hymn. 
HEN cruel Herod th' inno- 
cents opprels' d, 
By th' angel warn'd, thou call” oll thy 
ſpouſe from reſt; 
That taking her celeſtial babe, ſhe 
ten might, 
Win thee to Egypt, make a ſpeedy 
flig at. 
3 All. hall honour of, &c. as 
be oy 
V. O holy Joſeph, pray for us. 
R. That we may be made worthy 
80 the promiſes of Cmiſt. 
6 Ie Prayer. 
SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
4 Wee, &c. as before, p. p. 91. 
* 


4 1 At the ninth das. 
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[F WP SOR ; Jeſus, Mary, Joſeph 
| "4 Oo God, incline unto my STE 
* bel me. 


49 
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R. O Lord, make haſte to | 
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The Offer 8. Sens. 96 


The Hymn. ; | 
HY foes being dead, thou mad” t 3 
no longer ſtay; | 
But into Galilee didſt bring away, 
Mother and cbild, heaven this advice 
did give, 
And thou at Nazareth did' ſt bumble 
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Ant, All hail honour of, &c. ds | 
54% oy LT | 
', Pray for us, O holy joſeph. | 

R. That we may be made TED if 


of the promiſes of Chriſt. 
The Prayers. 
SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
thee, Nc. as before, p. 91. 
At Even: Song. IF 
Jeſus, Mary, Joſeph. 
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V. God, incline unto my. a; 9 
R. O Lord, wake heſle. is; 1 ö 
help me e ; 


V. Glory: be to the Father, Ne. | 
Alleluia :: e 
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But finding him among the doftorg 


thou 


His guardian was, to whom the au- 


gels bow. 


Ant. ag hail honowr of, &c. as 


before, p. 1. 
V. pf. ay 185 us, O holy Joſeph. 


R That we may be made worthy | 


of the promiſes of Chriſt. 
| The Prayer. © 
SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
| thee, &c. as before, p. 91. 


A. Complin. 


Jeſus, Mary, Joſeph. 
V. GNVERT/ us, O God, our 
Saviour. 
R. And turn away thine ge 
from us; 
V. O God, incline unto my aid, 
R. O Lord, make haſte to help me. 
V. Glory be to the Father, &c. 


The Hymn. 

) fer man to be embraced by 
Cn; it and the W in deaths 
5 kh . 
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De Litany of St. Jaſeph. 97 

*Þ That ſo thou might'ſt thy courſe di- 
rectly bend, 

"| To Limbo, having made a godly 
end. 

* Ani, All hail honour of, &c. as be- 

ore, P« 91. | 

V. O holy Joſeph, pray for us. 

R. That we may be made worthy 
of the promiſes of Chriſt, 
The Prayer. 
bY A $SIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 

thee, &C, as before, p. 91. 
The Commendation. 
*HESE hours canonical I haye 
addreſs'd | 
To thee, St. Joſeph, from a zealous 
* breaſt: 
That I» thy prayers, mos wilt obtain 


— 


0 bat I , 
May live with thee, in heaven - eter- ; 
nally. Amen. 5 
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TE LITANY OF r ST. JOSEPH, Ig 


q [ ORD, have mercy on us. 8 
4 Chriſt, have meicy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 


E 


8 


Sti ſoſeph, Honor of thePatriarchs, 
13 St, oleph, repleniſhed with un- 


18 Perd, reputed father of Je- 
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98 The Litany of St, Feſeph. 


Chriſt hear us. 
Chriſt graciouſly hear us. 
O God the Father, Creator of ihe 


world, have mercy on us. 


mY wo N 
n . * — — — 
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O God the Son, Redeemer of man. 


kind, have mercy on us. 
O God the Holy Ghoſt, perfetter of 
the elect, have mercy on us. 
O ſacred Trinity, three Perſons and 
once God, have mercy on us. 
Holy Mary, Queen of the whole 
world, 
St. Joſeph, Spouſe of the bleſſed 
Virgin, 


St, Joſeph, ſanAified before birth, 


1 St. Joſeph, privileged and pre- 


ſerved from all mortal ſin, 
St. Joſeph, confirmed in grace, 


ſpeakable benediftions, 


*$72 ener 


ſos, 


= Si. Joſeph, aboundihg with all the 


s of the Holy Ghoſt, 
$1 Joſeph who adored Jeſus in 
the 


. St. an Angela Man, 


— 


St. 


Tt 


St. Joſeph, who bythe admonition 
of the good Angel pre ſervedſt 
| Chriſt from the fury of Herod, 
S.. Joſeph, who, as a principality | 
| of the firſt Hierarchy of An- 
gels, didſt govern Chriſt, _ 
St. Joſeph, who, as a virtue, wert 
miniſter to Chriſt, 
| | St. Joſeph, greater than the Do- 
minations, whom the King and 
mm of Heaven obeyed, 
St. Joleph in whoſe arms and bo- 
ſum Chriſt was ſeated as in a 
throne, 
St. Joſeph, who, as a „nee 
| hadft care of the dey. co of the d 
/ true Paradiſe, 1 4 
IS.. Joſeph, a ſeraphical man, 
S.. joſeph, a moſt high contem» 
I plative ſoul, 


IS.. joſeph, who diedſt in brite 


n of Ty 


arms, 
St, Joſeph, who didfi bear ange- 
ical muſic, An 


St. Joſeph, Precurſor of: Chriſt 
10 the holy Fathers in Limbo; 

8. Joſeph, who aroſe with On. 
from the dead, 0 

E 2 
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100 The Litany of St. F-ſeph. 


St. Joſeph, who in body and J 
mind didſt enjoy peculiar gifts & 
YN glory, Q 

St. Joſeph, our dear Patron and 8 

Il Defender, | 5 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away. the 
ſins of the world, ſpare us, O Lord, 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
ſins of the world, hear us, O Lord, 

Lamb of God, that takeſt away the 
0 of the world, have mercy on 


— by. 


«4 ls nd at Sh. 4:17.40 


| O 1 hear my prayer: 

1 And let my ſupplication come to thee, 
1 eee 

13 \ SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
1 thee, as . p. 91 15 
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Ie Hymn in honour of St. Joſeph. | 
S H*E boly Joſeph, whoſe pure 


. mind. 
Render thee fit to be deſign n'd, 
| * | The buſband- Of a mot} pure bride, 25 
|} To royal David both alh d. | 
Hail Guardian of God's Son on earth, 
| Foretold of his ſtupendous birth, 


1 


To fill the meaſure of thy bliſs! 


As to thine own and ſnoule's heart 7 
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The Liiany of St. Jaſepb. 101 


And other heavenly ſecrets, known 
But io thyſelf and ſpouſe alone. 
How often did thy happy arms, 
Secure that ſacred babe from harms: 
When with him, and thy Virgin-wife, 
Conftrain'd to fly, to fave his life! 
With what unſpeakable delight 
Didit thou enjoy the precious fight 
Of iby Redeemer ! whole bright eyes 
Did far out-ſhine the ſun's upriſe. 
How many times didſt thou em- 
brace | 
The tender giver of all grace? 
And didſt as often ſiwa kiſs, 


To v hom did God ſuch joys impart, 


Which did ſtrange comforts entertain, 
When Jelus loſt, was found: again. ! 
Mott happy was thy houſe, io be 
The Paradiſe, in which the Tree 
Ot Life did proſper, when the ground 
Where that farti grew could not be 
found!: e 
How ſweetened was thy daily pains, 
Wile Jeſus lived on thy gains! |. 
Wͤusreby the food that ye did eat, 
Became all ſanctified meat. 7 5 
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With thee he frequently did walk, 
Calling thee father in his talk ; 
And by his charming ſweet diſcourſe 
Did forrows from thy heart divorce, t 
No inſtruments, however ſtrung, | 
Ere ſounded like our Saviour s tongue; 
Which thou heard'ſt hourly ! happy, | 

then, | 
Wert thou above the reſt of men. 

And when in age, reſiſtleſs death 
Gave ſummons to thy lateſt breath, 
Could thou more happineſs deviſe. 
Than to have Jeſus cloſe thine eyes? 
Great is thy glory ſure above, 
Whom Chriſt did ſo entirely love; 
As on thy perſon to beſſow 
Such privileges here below. 

Then let us all, with one conſent, 
Beſeech Saint Jofeph to preſent 
Our wants to God, and for us pray, 
That ſerve our Lord we ever may. 
Amen. 
„ e The: Prayer. 
e and merciful Lord 
| Jeſus, who didſt provide Saint 
3 the juſt ſon of David, tor the 
pouſe of bleiſed Mary, thy Virgin- 
mother, and choſe him for thy null 
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| The Beads of St. Feſeph. 


iog Father: grant, we beſeech thee, 
that by his prayers and mernts, thy 
Church may enjoy a perfect peace, 
and lo arrive at the conſolation of thy 
everlaſting viſion. Through the ſame 
Lord Jeſus our Saviour, who with the 
Father and the Holy Ghoſt, liveth 
and reigneth one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. oy 
TuE BEADS or Sr. JOSEPH. 
1 PON the great beads, you recite 
the following prayer which the 

holy Church makes uſe of in its 
divine Othce. | | 

The Prayer. 

SSIST us, O Lord, we beſeech 
bee, by the merits of the ſpouſe 
of thy moſt holy mother, that what 
of ourſelves we cannot obtain, may 
be given us by his interceſſion ; Who 
veſt and reigneſt wih God the Fa- 
ther, in the unity of the Holy Ghoſt, 
world without end. Amen. 1 


Upon the leſſer Beads you ſay, Al 
\ 1 OST glorious patriarch St. Jo» Yi 


LYL ſepb, foſter- father of Jeſus, and 
ſpoule of the ever immaculate mothet 
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104 «The ſeven Dolours * 


of God, pray for us now, and at the 


hour of our death. Amen. p 


— XG, * 


Seven Prayers in l of the Seven 


 Dolours and Seven Foys of St. 7ojepl, 


The firft Dolour. j 
The tormenting thoughts of tor. a 
ſaking bis ſpouſe with child. 
The frſt Joy 
The comfortable meſſage of the 
angel, Zo/eph, fon of Darnd, do not 
Hear to take Mary for thy wiſe. 
he Prayer. 
'O Chaſte Jofeph ! I moſt kumbly | 
petition by this grief and this 
joy, K you will make ſupplication 
for my being preſerved in unalier- 
able purity of ſoul and body, that [ 
may overcome all temptations and 
perplexilies, curb my cenſuring others, | 
and that I may, by concurring wich 
divine inſpitations, deſerve the ſa- 
” vourable affiſlance of my good angel, 
in direQing me zo the performance 
of my duty towards God and man, 
[through our Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, ho 
Vith the Father and the Ho! y | Ghok "5 
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Foyr of St. Jaſepb. 105 


liveth and reigneth. one God, world 
without end. Amen. | 
Our Father, &c, Hail Mary, &c. 

Ie ſecond Dolour. 

St. Joſeph's beholding little Jeſus 
ſhivering with cold in the manger, 
and ſo miſerably accommodated. 

The fecond Foy. 
is hearing the angelical harmony. 
Ihe adorations of the ſhepherds, and 
dhe three kings proſtrate before the 
lafant Gd 1 
The Prayer. 
| NOmpaſhonate St. Joſeph, I moſt 
| / humbly petition, by this griet 
and this joy, that you will make in- 
terceſſion for me, that my frozen 
heart may become a fervent recep- 
tacle of my dear Redeemer in the; 
adorable Sacrament of the Altar; and 
my poor fout a permanent dwelling- 
place of the Holy Ghoſt, I now. 
freely offer my memory, will and 
underſtanding to be governed by di- 
vine providence, beſeeching God by 
your merits, that I may adore him 
lo lalthfully on earth, as to deſerve to 
hog eternally with the bleſſed angels, 


/ 


1h6: Thi forts best and 


hat joyful canticle, Glory be to God 

on high, through our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. e 

Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c. 
Nie third Dolour. 

St. Joſeph's beholding Chriſt to 
ſhed his ſacred blood ſo early in the 
circumciſion, 

The third Foy. 

His pronouncing the moſt ſacred 
and ſaving name of Jeſus, as the eter- 
nal Father had ordered by the angel, 
The Prayer. 
ere Joſeph my potent patron! 1 
0 moſt humbly petition by this grief 

and by this joy, that you will make 
interceſſion for me, that I may ſhed 
tears of perfect contrition, for being 
the occaſion of my dear Redeemer's 
ſhedding his moſt precious blood ; 
that if called to a trial for his ſake, 
I may chearfully offer up my life to 


4 8 "Ot ho gave it. 1 alſo rejoice that 


my Jeſus was pleaſed to bleed at that 
tender age, to ranſom me and all 
mankind from everlaſting peidition, 
I likewiſe beg that the ſaving name of 


| Jus may be ſo deeply imprinted in 
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my heart and memory, as never to 
think, ſay, or do any thing againſt 
God's honour: through the ſame Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 
Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c. 
The fourth Dolour. 

The words of Simeon on the day of 
the purification, that a ſword ſhould | 
fierce the bleſſed Virgin's heart. | 

RN 

What Simeon faid, that | Chriit 
would be a light to the Gentiles, the 
glory of Iſrael, and reſurrection of 
many. RR 


The Prayer. WA 
AINT Joſeph ! comforter of the X38 
i} afflicted, I moſt humbly petition |N 
6y this grief and this joy, that I may 4 
be tender and compaſhonate in the 
{orrows and misfortunes of my neigh- 
hour, that I may pariake fully of the 
dolours and merits of the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, ſtanding under the heavy croſs 
vi her bleeding Sou, .to:the end my 
Saviour may be a clear light to me in- 
walking the narrow way by a holy 
lte, towards the beatifical viſion. og 
V% God, and a glorious reſurrection. 
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e the ſame Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
e. 
Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c. 
The fifth Dolour. | 
1 Chrift's flight into Egypt, occaſion- 
ed by perſecuting Herod, 
5 The fifth Joy. 
The falling down of Egyptian idols 
at the approach of the Son of God. 
RE, De Prayer. 
| OLY St. Joſeph perfectly re- 
; ſigned to Almighty God's fa. 
| | -therly appointments and permiſſions ; 
I moſt humbly petition by this grief 
and this joy, that I may willingly 
ſubmit and carefully conform to wl:at- 
ever croſſes or contrarieties the di- 
vine wiſdom and infinite goodneſs ſee 
expedient for me, that 1 may be as 
equally thankfulin the ſharpel} adver- 
ſity, as in flouriſhing proſperity, That 
I may by your interceſſion experience 
the unſpeakable joy of trampling en 
and keeping under foot the deformed 
” Idols of inordinate peſſions, and vain. 
ſordid pleaſures, ſo much courted and 
adored by the vicious world: through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ke. 
Our Father, & c. Hail Mary, &c. 


| 
| 
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Foys of St. Jaſebb. 


The jfixth Dolour. 

The fear St. Joſeph had at his 
coming from Egypt, hearing that Ar- 
chelaus reigned. | 

The fexth Joy. 

Orders from heaven by an angel, 
to return home with Jeſus and his 
bleiled mother. | 

The Prayer. 


71IGILANT S.. Joſeph! careful 


guardian of Jeſus and Mary, 


look down from heaven upon a poor 
client ſurrounded with many dangers 
of tailing into ſin, and dropping into 


hell; I moſt humbly petition by this 


grief and this joy, that you will inter- 
cede for me, that I may not fear any 


dung but offending my good God. 


Protect me from the tyranny of infer- 


n powers, and beg by the paſſion of 
Clift, that he will compaſſionate my 
inumity, and enable me with his grace 
te welk cautiouſly betwixt love and 
tear througb the dangerous Egypt of 


this uncertain life, ſo as io enter joy- 


1uliy the blefſed land of promiſe, to en- 

joy never ending happineſs, through 

om Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 1 e 
Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c 
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The /even Dolourt and 


The ſeventh, Dolour. 

St. Joſeph's looking for Jeſus at 
twelve years of age, when returning 
from Jeruſalem. 

„ Ne jeventh Joy... 
His finding Jeſus in the temple, 
ſitting among the Doctors, who were 

aſtoniſhed at his wiſdom, 

5 The Prayer. 

. Joſeph, my powerful Ad. 

vocate, who in the loſing and 
finding of Jeſus, experienced the two 
extremes of intenſe anguiſh and tran- 
ſporting joy; I your unworthy ſuppli- 
cant molt humbly petition, that I may 
never loſe my God by mortal ſin, 
although it were to enjoy as many 
ple aſant worlds as Qmnipotency can 
create. I now ſincerely repent, and 
will lament during the remainder of 
my life, for having fo frequently par- 
ed unconcerned with divine grace. ! 
having nothing worthy of Acceptance 
to atone for my crimes and pay off my 
debt, I offer the merits of my Re- 
deemer, which he has made my own; 
and you glorious Foſter- fa her of ge- 
ſus, offer ſor me all the aforeſaid do- 


n banks, „ 


it 


Toys of St. Jeſe ph. It 


ſours and joys, that by worthy fruits 
of penance I may ſeek my Creator 
ſorrowing, and after a happy death, 
adore him in the heavenly Jeruſalem, - 
there to enjoy what the heart of man 
has not conceived, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, &c. 15 
Our Father, &c. Hail Mary, &c. 
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Fight MEDITATIONS upon 
{ome Paſſages of the Life-of, 
St. JosePH, which may ſerve. 
through his Ottave, or at 
other times. | 
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MEDITATION I. 
Of the Sandification, Birth, and Name. 
of Toſeph. bt xs, 

The Preparatory Prayer. _ 

Beg humbly of God, that your me- 
wory, underſtanding and will, may 
be employed to his greater honour f 
and glory, in this mental prayer. 


i12 Mediuations on 


Firſt Prelude. 
Imagine yourſelf at Nazareth, at 
the birth of St, Joſeph, and ponder the 
difference wherewith men and ble{led 
ſpirits regarded this Royal Infant. 
HSC Second Prelude. | 
Beg light to fee the vanity ot the 
world, and grace to deſpiſe it. 


| . © POINT- 2. 
Conſider, HAT St. Joſeph wes 
1 ſanctiſied in his mo- 
ther's womb. Ger/on, Serm. de natt- 
vit. Virg, habito in Concilio Conſtant:- 
en /f. Et. g. Part. Alphabet. gg. lib. 2. 
Q ieium Hieroſolomit. Jacobus de Va- 
lentia ſuper Magnificat, being deſigned | 
for a higher ſtation than that of St. 
John Baptiſt, or the propbet Jeremy, 
who both were faints before their 
birth. Admire and love the purity 
of this holy infant. His foul was 
more charming by ſanctified grace, 
than all the celebrated faces of the 
world We may truly ſay, O beau- 
tiful St. Joleph! many rejoiced in 
your nativity, both angels and expett- 
ing louls in limbo, you being born, 
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who was to be the legal father to the 
long promiſed Meſſias, ſpoke to the 
Mother of God, governor of Jeſus, 
and maſter of the ſacred family, you 
appeared like a clear dawning of the 
dav, uſhering in the glorious ſun of 


juflice. I congratulate with you for 


your early ſanctification, and I give 
thanks to my God for the preroga— 
tive deligned you from all eternity. 
I take complacency that you are rail- 
ed ſo high above other ſaints, and it 
will be a latisfaction if ſo inſignificant 
a creature as myſelf can any ways 
promote your honour, 


Poli NT II. 


Con ſider, HIS noble infant was 


5 born in a poor little 
houſe, without ſuch diſtinguiſhing 
maris of grandeur as are never want- 
ing at the birth of princes. Reflect, 
that as the heavens are far exalted 
avove the earth, ſo are the thoughts of 
God different from theſe of men. "Iaias 
Iv, Rebelling worms ot the earth 
lt under the ſhade of triumphant lau- 
res, although as vicious. as bloody 
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Ai Meditations on 
Nero and ſavage Diocleſian, whilſt 


Job the Idumean prince is ſcorned 
upon the dunghill, and Joſeph the 
next heir to the ſceptre of David is 
not taken notice of. After this man. 
ner the Almighty treats his choſen fa. 
vourites. The poor rich man, who 
was cloathed in ſilks and purple, who 
feaſted ſplendidly every day {St. Luke 
Xvi.) fitting under a ſtately canopy, 
and adored by his flattering paralites, 
was ſo intoxicated with pride that he 
doated on his own miſery: in that 
miſtaken flouriſhing ſtate he was odi- 
ous to his Creator, contemptible to 
the angels, and notwithſtanding his 
funeral pomp, the Son of God rote 
his dreadful epitaph, burned in hell! 
whilſt the 72c4 poor man, fainting at 
his gate for want of the caſt away 
crumbs, and conſoled by dogs licking 
his ulcers, was waited on by angels, 
to take his place among patriarchs, 
prophets, and kings. O the beauty 
and riches of holy poverty ! O the 
dangerous circumſtances of thoſe 
who receive more temporal favours 
than others, which will render theit 
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it judgment more terrible for abuſed {| 
: bounties, Lord open my eyes to fee | 
1e and contè mii the trothy pomp of the | 
is world. Give me a found judgment Þ 
n. to undervalue myſelf. Create a clean 
a- heart in me, removing that which hi- 
0 therto has been hardened, by the in- } 
0 terceſſion of St. Joſeph; corre my 
ke tepid and ſtupid thoughts, that I may 
7 pity and pray for unfortunate mortals, ? 
es, who look not forward to conſider | 
be F what it is to be buried in hell, from 

al whence there is no redemption or 

di- return. | 

to 1 5 

his | PoinT III. 

fe Conjider, 3 lignification of the 
li! name of Joſepb, viz. 

al | Jncreaſe, No ſooner did he attain 

ay ihe ule of perfect reaſon than he was 

ng inflamed with the love of God, and 


ls, le.ing St. May Magdalen de Pazzi, 


hs, made a vow of perpetual virginity at 
uy ten years of age, probably our ange- 
the Iical patriarch offered this ineſtimable 
ole trealufe at a more early period. He 
urs increaſed ſo fervorouſly. in all manner 


0! vther heroic virtues, as to delerve 


116 


{ afterwards the ſecond throne {as ma- 
ny dottors are of opinion) ot all faved 
| ſouls. in heaven. Moſt holy God! 
q 4 bluſh and am confounded in your 
} pure preſence, looking back on ihe 
black fins of my depraved youth. ] 
+ own to have abuſed the firſt rays of 
f reaſon, in turning into the broad way 
of the world: wy firſt leſſons were 
to fludy my ſatisfaction, tobe eſteem. 
ed, and I ran mad after the erring 
multitude. As 1 increaſed in years 
my.crimes increaled; now being ſen- 
ſible of all worldly folly, I penitenily 
return. Receive me at the eleventh 
hour, you who had compaſſion on the 
good thief, when ready to ans upon 
0 croſs. 
Te 2 . Collaguy. | 
)LESSED St. Joſcp b. ſanctified in 
1 your mother's 9 and' born 
to the joy of men and angels, make 
powerful interceſſion for me, that my 
pious reſolutions may not prove abor- 
tive; that I may be born to an inte- 
rior ang ſpiritual life; that I may have 1. 
ſuch an increaſe of ſandity, ſuch an 
ardent, "ov for Pury. ſuch abject ÞN 


Meditations on 
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St. Joſeph's Life. 117 
3 | thoughts of my own vileneſs, ſo clear 
d alight to view worldly greatneſs which. 
I! JF is vanity of vanitzes, as to undervalue 
Ur all things which deſerve not the cha- 
e || ner of true wiſdom and heavenly 
: virtue, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
L 
re 
3 MEDITATION II. 
10 


is | 0/ the humble Calling of St. Joſephs 


166 preparatory. prayer as in the 


y former meditation. 
[rſt Prelude. 
ne 


Imagine yourielf 2t Nazareth, be- | 


m holding St. Joſeph, a comely youth, 
exerciling the laborious trade of a 

a carpenter. 

2 Second Prelude. 

1 Beg of Almighty God to fret 

. you how in your preſent ſlate of lile 

T you may attain true perleftion. | 

- POINT... ©: 

ve Conſider, OW Jvine Peonidanios! 

an | ordered that St. Pokeph 


(> of roval extraction ſhould be tramed : 
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Meditations on 


up in the humble exerciſe of a car. 
penter. 1. Not only for his perſonal 
maintenance, but that this contemp- 
tible calling might balance the future 
dignities that were to be conferred 
upon him, and to reſemble the humble 
life of the Meſſias. 2. That he might 
decline 1dlenefs, fo dangerous to his 
_ vowed chaſtity. g. That he might be 
a pattern to men living in the world, 
how they might be much in God's 


favour. 4. That by the labour of his 


hands he might be enabled to beſtow 
the nobleſt charity in ſupporting the 


Son of God and his immaculate mo- 


ther. My ſoul! upon all occaſions 
rejoice in divine appointments, and 
take full notice that ſolid perfection 
is not confined to the ſolitary cells of 
Nittia, An unregarded artiſan has 
taken place in glory of all the rigid 
Anchorets. Whoever lerves his God 
more faithfully, and loves him more 

fervorouſly, than the ſilent recluſe, 
will have a more reſplendent crown, 
Rejoice that your Creator encoui ayes 
and entertains impartially all his ler- 


vanis according to their merit, by co- 
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. Jaſepb's Lig. 119 


operation with his grace, congratulate 
1 |} with St. Joſeph for being ſo great a 
. favourite of heaven. Take a ſtrict 
e account of yourſelf how time is em- 
d || ployed from morning to evening; 
e poder what is amiſs, and reſolve up- 
ht on regulation, by the interceſſion of 
is St. Joieph. 

d, Pol NT II. 

's | Confeder. 1 amongſt other mo- 

| tives determining St. 
W Joſephto exerciſe this calling, was the 
he || love of humility and mortification. 
0- | He had fo clear a knowledge of God's 
ns | greatneſs, that he thought he could 
nd I not deſcend too low. O my foul! 
on |} what different ideas have you of di- 
of || vine Majefly and divine Juſtice? - 
as || You neither love your Creator as a 
id I father, nor fear your Redeemer as a 
od judge. St. Joſeph had litile to ſatisfy 
dre | for, but he would offer acts of ſupere- 
le, rogation, whilſt I ſtand upon terms 
„n. | with God, ſtopping at ſtritt obliga- 
zes | tion; and, alas! too often tranſgreſs 
er- } 42212 indiſpenſable commandments. 
co-⸗Kellect likewiſe on the falls notion 
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120 Meditations on 


of worldlings concerning mortiſica. 1. 
tion; who conclude, that voluniary I > 
ſufferings appertain to ſuch who have 
renounced the world, and live in con- 20: 
vents, as if the ſinner deſerved no: !“ 
greater puniſhment than the ſain, i 
Ponder how often you have heinoully I} *© 
injured God, whilſt perhaps the mor- 1 


Uljed religious never loſt baptiſmal J ©*- 
grace. Take up the croſs in time, 5 
TOY 


mortify yourſelf to ſatisfy for paſt 1 
treſpaſſes, Be liberal to God if you f e. 


expect extraordinary lights and im- ines 
pulſes. Be careful, by-a guard over “ 
| the 


the ſenſes, to preſerve a pure interior. fl © 
Beg, by St. Joſeph's interceſſion, that , 
you may not diſpleaſe God venial!y, 


even by the caſt of an eye or a diſedi- | 5 
1 in | jeſt. * Ott 
1 . % 
1 Faint -: net 


| | Kt tent. 
Conſider, OW St. Joſeph's pain] 
—_ ful life was accompa WM _. 


F  mied with purity of intention, dirett- { } 


ing all his thoughts and words, pet- i 
4 forming all bis actions to the greater . 5 


glory of God. This practice pre. 
pared him for the prerogatives, dil 
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agnihlnog him from other mortals. 
A right intention entitles to reward 
what in itſelf is indifferent, as being 
not commanded nor prohibited: it 
gives Handard weight to the meaneſt 
our actions, it advances a treaſure 


to attend us at taking leave of the i 
world, and is a fort of continua! prays 
er. Lament the irrecoverable lots of 
many actions, not being meritorious, ] 


for the defect of pure intention. 
You never wanted vain and malicious 
intentions, obeying the ſuggeſtions 
of the infernal enemy. Deſert him for 
the tre, and whether you eat, drink, 
or cep, make an offering, and tell 
God you comply with theſe 


WM necciiities to pleaſe him. Take St. 
Joleph tor Your maſter, to teach 
[you now to join exterior employ- 
ments with interior intention and at- 

. tention. | T4 

| The Colloguy. 


7 0 Mnpotent Creator! whoſe un- 
” ciring providenag adds joy eve- 
!y moment to the angels in heaven, 
and 10 laints upon earth, I moſt hum- 
bly bag by the interceſſion of St. Jo- 
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„ ſepb, that I may chearfully acquieſce 9 
and rejoice in every thing that come; 5 
a from your fatherly hand. That I may i: 
5 be vigorous in executing your divine ee 

1 will, and glorify you in my preſent i 
i ſtate. Grant me the true ſpirit of 85 

WF montification, to ſubdue my ſtubborn ti; 

+ paſſions, to ſatisfy for what is paſt, 


I and to be a preſervative from future 
4 dangers. Grant, that by purity of in- 2:7 
| _ tention the meaneſt of my actions F re 
- may be acceptable to you, as the two 

little mites were of the poor widow, 

+ thrown into the treaſury of the lem. 1 £: 
' ple. Through our Lord Jeſus QClrill, 

&c. wo 


—_ —— { 


MEDITATION III. th 
Of the Marriage of St. Foſephs | &, 


The preparatory prayer as in the 
firſt meditation. 

Firſt Prelude. ma 

Imagine yourlelt to be in the tem, = 

ple of Jeruſalem, when the bigh-priek | 

gave to Joſeph the immaculate Vi 


14 


St, Joſeph's Life, 122 
ain Mary. How the Patriarch eſ- 
pouled her, by putting a ring upon 
ker Finger, with other ceremonies ace 
cording to the written law, in token 
that he made her partaker of all his 
good, and took her into his protec- 
tion. CY 
Second Prelude. 

Beg light to underfland the myſte- 
ries of this matrimony, and grace to 
reap irult from hence. 

PoINT- I. 
Con/der, HOSE words of Solos 
mon, Houſe ani riches 
are given by parents, but properly a 
prudent wife 21s given by our Lord, 


Pruv. xix. 14. This ſeat of wiſdom 


wa: ſo great a bleſſing to St. Joſoph, 
that he might truly ſay, al good 
Urn; came with her. Wildom vii. 11. 


\ G4 
* 


She nought a plentiful portion for 
h!s improving in all manner of vir— 
tucs, Cbeiſt aſhſted perſonally at the 
marriage in Cana of Galilee, and we 
may comemplate what a blefling was 
beiigwed on a mutual contract of her 
„he was to become the Mother of 

* 5 
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God, and him whom the ſecond Per, 


ſon of the bleſſed Trinity was tg 
obey. This was the moſt honourable 
marriage (ad Heb. x11.) ſince the cre. 
ation, and with a copious infuſion of 
divine grace God joined them, St. Mat, 
xix. 16. Ponder likewiſe how the me. 
rits of St. Joſeph promoted him to 
this dignity, For a good ſpouſe is given 
a man for his good actions, Ecciel, 
xxvi. g. Study to pleaſe your Cre. 
ator by purity of intention 1n chooſing 


a a ſtate of life. Endeavour to be much 
in God's favour by good works. If 


you have faith to remove mountains, 
it avails nothing without charity. The 
devils believe and tremble; they 


made a profeſſion that Chriſt was the 


Son of God, (St. Mat. viii.) yet re- 
mained damned ſpirits, Such as hve 
not up to their belief, have the fatth of 
devils, not of apeſiles, St. Aug. Seim. 
38. de temp. Lament the fins and 
icandals of your former life. Re- 
ſolve for the future, by the interceſ. 


ſion of St. Joſeph, that both God and 
man ſhall fee your good works, «nd 


glorify the Father in heaven. Conf. 


St, Joſeph's Life. 


der alſo, that if it is your choice to 
live in a married ſtate, you: ought to 
cheriſhyour conſort, to preſerve peace 
and union, to avoid contention and 
miſunderſtandings. As you make one 
civil body, like the primitive Chtiſti- 
aus, have one heart aud eee Love 
your ſpouſe as CAriſt loved his Church, 
(Epheſ. v.) who for the love of it laid 
down his precious life. Beg bleſſings 
to your concerns by the interceſſion 
of St. Joſeph. 


POINT II. 
Conſider, 1 Lmighty God was pleal. 


Led to acquaint the world 
in theſe two noble perſons, with the 
digomy of virginity, and value of 
vows, They both had conlecrated 
ther virginity to their Creator, and 
one was choſen to be the mother, the 
other legal father to the Son of God. 
O ineflimable treaſure of chaſtity, 
at renders mortal men like to an- 
gels. Unſpotted virgins ſing cami- 
cles before the throne of God pecu— 
ar io themſelves. Apoc. xiv. g. 
ey attend the omnipotent Son of God 
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wherever he goes, The religious of 
both ſexes, who proteſs and oblerye 
this evangelical counſel, may be cal- 
led ſons and daughters of Maty and 
Joſeph. O virgin Mother, O vugin 
Spouſe! beg and obtain for me chaſte 
diſpoſitions and deſires. Afk vour- 
ſelf, whether edification and modeſty 
appear'in your converſation ? If not, 
reform, Deteſt the company of fuch 
perions who even indirectly. caſt out 
words tending to levity. Fling aide 
.. Or rather burn books which recount 
the ſucceſſes of paſſionate love in 
creatures. Irregular ſuggeſtions pals 
from the memory to the underſtand— 
ing, and ſo to the will: remove the 
fuel to prevent the fire Lament fail 
ings of what k*1d ſoever againil his 
angelical virtue. 


PoOlNT- III. 


Confider, QT. Joſeph provide! for 


the blelied Virgin, and 
took her into his protection Do you 
alſo promote her honour with thole 
under your charge. Suffer not av 
one to ſpeak with difreſpett of her, 


St. Fojeph's Life, 127 


en gloribus ſpouſe. Avoid the con- 

-21{ation of thoſe who leſſen devotion 
to theſe great ſouls. Have a filial con- 
dence in their protection, and con- 
retulate with yourſelf for being fo 
y as to be devoted to them. Re- 
et to pratiiſe ſomething to the ho- 
1047 of both. Do not be ſo grolsly 


- #\ 


mitaken as to think eternal happineſs 
mult coſt you nothing. Strip your- 
elf of former fancies, and loathe what 
ou hitherto have admired. Look up 
nerds heaven, begin to overcome 
wi: you vainly feared: he is ſtronger 
who {iretches out his hands to fave 
„than he that keeps you back in 
thralgom. 

; Th: Colloquy. 
£5 Maipotent God! at whoſe com- 
8 # mand every tree produced fruit 
'n us hind, (Gen. i. 11.) grant me, by 
de iniercellion of this noble Virgin— 
ball, that I may ſerve you taithtully 
i tne Nation you have placed me. I 
liimiy believe every tiule you have 
revealed, yet help my incredulity, 
el! be in the unfortunate name 
ber of fooliſh virgins who carried 


A ack. * hs tit. 
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powerful grace, that I may at as! 
profeſs; that I may be humble, cha. 


ritable and chaſte, and not ſtand like 


the barren ſig-tree, and be fuel for 
eternal flames: through the infinite 
merits of Jeſus wy Saviour. Amen, 


MEDITATION IV. 


Of St. Feſeph's Journey with the bleſe 
ſed Virgin lo wjit St. Elizabeth. 


The preparatory prayer as in ihe 


former meditations. 


Fir Prelude. 

Imagine yourſelf accompanying the 
bleſſed Virgin and St, Joſeph over 
craggy mountains, to a place dil ant 
far off from Nazareth. Hearken 0 
their difcourſe in this winter Journey, 


and conſider what was {aid in the houſe 


of Zachary. Reflect on St. Joſeph's 
perplexity at his return home. 
Second Prelude. 
Beg grace to be charitable io your 


Fer Le to {hun detraction and raſh. 


lamps without oil. Aſſiſt me with your | 


> ABT. . P ee nid pb ⁵BXtt! res tro ets n tag 
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:11oment, and LO be devoted to the 


ble led Virgin. 


Poi dr I. 


Confidery E OW ſome months after 

: St. Joſeph's eſpouſal, 

and a few days after the angel had de- 

cluced to the bleſſed Virgin the myſ- 

tery of the incarnation, and likewiſe 

hat her couſin St. Elizabeth was fix 
months gone with child, ſhe humbly 

delired leave of St. Joſeph to viſit 

hor ; but he out of his tender affection 

would not ſuffer her to go, without 

11: perſonally taking care of her in that 

journey, O admirable charity! O 

prolound humility ! take hold of all 

opportunities of comforting and ſuc- 
rouring your neighbour. If you 

| move in a higher ſphere above others, 

| reflect, that to whom much is given 

much will be required of him. Con- 

gegend to inferiors: the mother of 

God, prevented by a viſit, the mother 
ot the Precurſor, Who is the bleſſed 

Virgin, and whoam I? My pride is 

in-xculable. O my ſoul! ſtudy to be 
i dead io all vanities, to beware of dia- 


1 5 
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bolical illuſions, ſuggeſting ſuch and 
ſuch practices become menof honour. 
Lord give me your holy love, and [ 
am happy enough to pity wicked mo— 
narchs, even the moſt flouriſhing one: 
of the univerſe, 


PO14NT:--IH:; * 

HE many bleſſings that 

came by Mary. At her 
firſt ſalutation St, John was ſanttified, 
he leaped for joy in his mother's 
womb. St. Elizabeth was repleniſh- 
ed with the Holy Ghoſl, and prophe- 
fied, magnifying her maternity, call. 
ing her the Bleed of women, ad- 


Conſider, * 


miring her ſtupendous humility, that 


being Mother of the Lord ſhe ihould 
come to her. O my tepid foul! learn 
to exult with joy at the receiving of 
thy Saviour in the holy eucharili; 
make due preparations, by a ſerious 
and ſincere conte ſſion, humbly beg 


that the interceſlion of Mary may be 


a means to procure thy ſanttification, 
for by her God diſtributes his favours. 
Repreſent to her thy neceſſities, and 
beg an alms of her. Reflett allo, 
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that if ſuch wonders happened at the 
lürſt hearing the voice of the bleſſed 
Virgin, to what degree of ſantiny 
muſt St: Joſeph arrive, who con- 
veried with her thirty years? If ſhe 
obtains favours for notorious ſinners, 
that by her prayers they return to the 
friendſhip of God, and are beautified 
with ſanctifying grace, it is beyond 
our reach to comprehend what a fund 
of all virtaes ſhe procured for her 


dear St. Joſeph. Contemplate how 


happy was the man who had a good 


/paa/e, (Eccleſ. xxvi. 1.), ſurpaſſing 
the excellency of the higheſt ſeraphim, 
and what a proficient he was in all 
;-r/ettion by her daily preſence and 
b-ayenty diſcourſe. 


PoiNr III. 


Con/ider, E OW the ſublime virtue 
of St. Joſeph was 
ec, when after his ſtay at Zachary's 
lonſe, at his return home, he under- 
ſtood that his immaculate ſpouſe was 
wn child, What ſharp conflicts 
ech then betwixt a pure conſcience 
aud chaſte affettions? He put the 
F 6 
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132 Meditations on 
moſt favourable conſtruction upon the 


occaſion of his torturing affliction; 
he called to mind and revolved her 


unparalleled modeſty and challity, 
therefore would proceed cautioully, 
and not act with ſeverity. He knew 
the long promiſed Meſlias was to be 
born of a Virgin, and why might not 
ſhe be that happy creature? Learn to 
excuſe the ſeeming faults of others, 
and if an unbecoming action ſheus 


ſeveral faces, look upon the leaſt de- 
formed; excuſe the intention, con- 
clude it accidental, and fear you would 


have done worſe in the like circum- 
ſtances. Bewail all raſhnels in cen- 


ſuring your neighbour. Ponder alſo 


St. Joſeph's zeal for the law of God, 
which he infinitely preferred, as ile 


chief object of his love, above wiat- 


ſoever was under heaven. My ſoul! 
deſpiſe what is tranſitory, ſtanding in 


competition with divine precept, pit- 
fer not again the villain Barrabas be- 


fore thy God. Yet the Patriarch te- 
ſolved to dr/intfs her privately, that ſue 
might not ſuffer in her reputation, 


and be ſtoned as an adultereſs. Be 


* 


oth, | * ad — > 2 * _ 
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zou tender and compaſſionate in the 
failings of others; although they are 
matier of fact, prevent the ſpreading 
of them, give a check to ſuch dil- 
ee Conſider likewiſe bow the 

mne goodneſs afforded comfort when 
ws. means gave no relief. An 
anuel 1s diſpatched to acquaint him 
with the myſtery, Oh what tranſ— 
cendant joy after piercing grief! 
Learn to expect the divine pleaſuię 
with {eitled reſignation. Truſt iu the [| 
guodnels of your God, accuſe your— i 
[et of former diftidence. Congratu— {1 
late wich, the -blefled Virgin and St. 3) 
foleph for their mutual joy. 


* 3 The Colloquy. 
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| FJ LX Ghoſt! my God of all 4 
1 comfort! it you fee it expedt- tl 
7 ent, fur the greater ſecurity of my fal- l 
vetion, that I be 1offed with tribula— a 
! tion, dermit me not to fink. Inhnue 1d 
5 Power! bear me up, you know my R 
. * eakneſs. Favour me with ſuch gra- Cl 
ces, that I may be compaſſionate to- 1 
e 4:98 my neighbour, governing my- [| 
N 10 a 1 


15 che ſpirit of lenity and charity, 
© | ©: the caſe were my own, I de- 
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plore my cenſorious temper, and I re. 
ſolve to ſtand upon my guard. II is 
a mercy you have let me ſee my wick. 
edneſs, I render you thanks tor the 
deſires of becoming better, and tor 
| not being worſe than I am: but be. 
cauſe of myſelf I am no more able to 
keep a good purpole than to remove 
a mountain, I beg your aſſiſtance that 
f I may fulfil what you command, and 
. then command what you pleaſe, Al- 
ö flict me with ſuch crofles as I can bear, 
to the end I may put off the great ar- 
rear due to divine juſtice. Grant me, 
by the interceſſion of St. Joſeph, that 
after my temporal trials, Whether ex- 
terior or interior, I may find that per- 
manent joy with which yourender his 
immaculate ſpouſe and him eternally 


"| a 


MEDITATION V. 

Of St. Joſeph's Virtues exerciſed a! ihe 
Birth, Circumciſion, and Preſentation 
of Jeſus in the Temple. 

The preparatory prayer as in the 
former meditation. 
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Firſt Prelude. 
Imagine yourſelf with the bleſſed 
| gin and St. Joſeph in a ruinous 
le ſat Bethlehem, where Chriſt was 
3 and laid in a manger betwixt an 
ox and an aſs. How afterwards St. 
Joleph circumciſed him and gave him 
the holy name of Jeſus. Laſily, bow 
he preſented the Son of God in the 
de mpie, where he was met by Simeon 
and Anna. 
Second Prelude. 
Beg grace to profit by St. Joſeph's 
comemplation in theſe myſteries. 
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t KF: PoinT I. 
Conſider, LJ OW St. Joſeph being 


returned from Zacha- 


ry's ! tonſs, was obliged to undertake a 
wit nene to be enrolled at Beth - 
dem with his ſpouſe, in compliance 
to o Auguſtus Cæſar's edict, He chear- 
ivily obeyed, To ought you to do to- 
_ wards thoſe who have command over | 
* you, even in difficult matters. What 
* pion diſcourſes had be on the road 


for hirty miles with his virgin ipoule; 
0 © panently: endured the inconveni- 


— . ˙ A FR 


Bk Joſeph's ſorrow, 


1 $6: -—-- Meditations on 


encies in travelling, but many more 
at finding no place in the inn, and 
being forced to take ſhelter with an 
ox and an aſs in a poor ſtable, to herd 
with brutes. How often have you 
entertained our Lord in the like man- 
ner, he entering a breaſt fall of brutiſh 
paſſions, admire the patience of your 
Redeemer in ſuffering you to receive 
bim ſo unworthily, The blind man 
knowing the king is preſent, ſlands 
with great reſpeCt, although he ſecs 
him not: you know that the Son of 
God viſits you perſonally, yet remain 
ſtupid, as a ſenſeleſs animal. Give 
frequent thanks to God that you have 


not been puniſhed like Oza (2Kings0.) 


who was ſtruck dead for rafhne's in 
touching only the ark of the cove- 
nant, whereas perhaps you have more 
than once received the Lord your 
God moſt ſacrilegiouſſy. Reflect on 

rela the vile» 
neſs of the place, no accommodation, 
at midnight, in a rigid ſeaſon. The 
Son of God would be born in thele 
ſevere circumſtances, he choſe what 
be loved. Be ye vile in your own 
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eyes, cut off ſuperfluitzes by mortift- 
cation. Beg that violent paſhons may 


freeze, that you may be a dwelling- 


place for Chriſt, The bleſſed Virgin 
and St, Joleph being wrapt 1n prayer 
ard contemplation, e immortal Son 


»/ Cod was born according to the fleſh. 
He wept upon the cold ground, and 


St, Joſeph joined with him tears of 
fatherly tenderneſs; at every infant- 
cry, he ſent heart-breaking ſighs to 
122ven, and proſtrate before him, ho» 
vofned him with herotcal acts of faith 
ike his, who afterwards laid, Thou 


art Chriſt the Son of the living God, 


He adored his Saviour, he thanked 


um for his immenſe goodneſs, Imi- 
ae you theſe and the like acts. La- 
ment that your fins were the occaſion 
vi 0117 Lord's weeping in the manger, 
Relladt what joy ſucceeded, when the 
crit reſembled paradiſe. Choirs of 
angels ſang Glory to their God, the 
ſhepherds adored, the three kings in 
an humble poſture offered rich pre- 
ents to their almighty Sovereign. Do 
you ailo join with the heavenly ſpi- 
lis, -cendering thanks ſor innumera- 
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| ble favours, which you may cal} u 
mind one by one. Offer your me. 
4 mory, underſtanding and will to him 
[ who gave you them. Beg by St. [o- 
ſeph's interceſſion, that you may adore 
God upon earth with an undeßled 
conſcience, and eternally in heaven 
in glory. 


PoiNT II. 

Conſeoder, QT. Joleph's 0 to 

the law, in circumciſing 
bis Saviour, who was exempt from it, 
yet would bear the badge of original 
ſin, though incapable of committing 
any. You excule yourſelf criminally 
from fulfilling of the divine law, and 
ſtudy to appear a faint, whilſt you are 
an inveterate ſinner, examine s repent 
deteſt pride, the ſource of all evils 
Jeſus's humility confounds your 
haughtinels. Reflect how St. Jo- 
ſeph's heart was wounded with griei, 
before he ſaw the blood of Chrili; at 
pronouncing the name of Jeſus be 
fell upon his knees, the nine choirs 
of angels proſtrated, and all hell trew- 
bled, that name being to confound 
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0 their inſulting over captive ſouls. Of- 
. fer tears of compunttion to him, who 
n redecmed you with ſtreams of blood. 
). Jene not the name of the Lord your 
e | God invain, which is holy and terri- 
d a: nor ſuffer any under your com- 
on wand to ſpeak the language of devils. 


As far as lies in your power concur to 
the ſalvation of others. Since God 
deſcended from heaven to ſave ſinful 


to 1 mankind, do you condeſcend to what 
ng may be inflrumental in ſo glorious « 
if, W ork, 

lal PoiNT: III. | 

ng Conſeder, X HAT St. Luke re- 
ly cords, chap. 2. His 
nd ler (ſo the ev ange liſt ſtyles St. Jo- 
re 2 1 nnd mother were marvelling at 
nt, vas ſaid of him. They were in 
ils, cxialies, hearing the prophecies of 
zur Simcon and Anna. They marvelled, 
lo- at God ſo loved the world, as to give 
iel, 15 vuly begotten Son. They admired 
at JF tlie infinite goodneſs of Chriſt, con- 
be templating in him the boundleſs and 
oirs bot temleſs ocean, as it were, become 
em. a drop, and the whole ficry ſphere a 


little! ipark. They were aſtoniſhed 


„ 


4 bo i! io d 
e ee, SAWS Pn” SIT 


N 1 
Og wt © Ae 1 | 
e 

eren e 


"1 „ Js 


140 Meditations an 


that he who created the univerſe with 
a few fats, was to be redeemed with 
a pair of turtles. They offered hin 
to the eternal Father, and to complete 
this ineſtimable purchaſe, gave what 
was required by the law of Moles, 
My poor ſon] ! join with them in ad- 
miration, marvel that Chriſt fhould 
love you, an ungrateful worm, ſo ar. 
dently as io weep for you, to bleed 
for you. Admire his divine patience 
in not puniſhing your manifold crimes, 
whereas many have been cut off in 
the flower of their youth, and ſent to 
burn eternally in hell, tor fins far leſs 
in number than yours. Stand cot- 
founded, reproach yourſelf, for bav- 
ing ſo frequently ſold your Loid, like 
treacherous Judas, for petiy intereſt 
or ſordid pathons ; rejoice that he has 
ranſomed you, and gives you grace 
to purchaſe his favour by leading a 
new lite, reſembling the ſimplicity of 
the dove. 
The Collogquy. 

'S aks infant God! how truly may 


it be faid of me, the ox has 


* 


known his owner, and the aſs the man - 
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ger of Ins Lord, (Iſa. 81.) but I have 
not known you. I admire your love 
and charity, I admire my tepidity and 
1upidNy. Early goodneſs, I come too 
late 10 love you. Although at the 
eleventh hour, beſtow on me the 
a wife penny, be to me a Jeſus, 
-0u, Who both fed me, and bled 
5 8 my micfortancs, let me partake of 
the univerſal charity. Grant by the 
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inteiceſhon of St. Joſeph, that my 1 
i 
purpoſes may be pertected by vigorous 1 
execution, I allo beg, that when J s 11 
entertain you in the molt bleſſed ſa- + + 
crament, I may be favoured with ſuch '3.| 
affe ions ofadoration, love and thankſ- 14 
p1910g, as St. Joſeph experienced 1 


when he took vou back into his arms 


from Simeon, to reſtore you io your 
blelled Mother. Ane n. 
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Medilations on 


MEDITATION VI. 


Of the Flight into Egypt, 45 Return 


rom thence, and of the lojing of 
Feſus, and fi | ading hum inthe I emple, 


The preparatory prayer, _ in the 


former meditations. 


Firſt Prelude. 


Imagine yourſelf travelling with 
that blefſed company, in ſo tedious a 
journey, and a rigid ſealon, Jeſus not 
being one year old (Maldonatus in 


Mazth. & alii), reflect how they {pcnt 


their time for ſeveral years, at Helio. 
polis, which, is interpreted the Cy of 
the Sun. How after their returi to 
Paleſtine, they went to adore in Je- 
ruſalem, where ſeſus was lolt, and 
found in the tempie, ſitting amongl 
the doctors. 


Second Prelude. 


Beg light, and grace to practice ſuch 
viriues a> St Joſeph exerciled both 
in E55 P and Judea, 


Conje 
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FONT 3... | | 

Conſider, HEN St. Joſeph re- | 1 

ceived the command, | N 

Ari's, take the child and his mother, WW 

and V/ into Egypt, he obeyed that ve- WM 
ry moment, He quitted home, coun- i {| 
try, conveniences, to live amongſt _ i 11 
perverſe idolaters, who hated the He- It 

brews. He travelled through deſerts, q il 

wanting ſometimes neceſſaries, paſ- 1 

ling from mountain to valley, to find 14 

a little ſpring to refreſh the fainting ot 

family, The love of Jeſus made all 18 

things eaſy to him. O my diſobedi- 1 

ent {oul! how often has God com- WE 
manded me by clear inſpirations, ariſe, 1 
perform that act of virtue, fly that 1:31 
dangerous company, burn that perni- 14 
cious book, make haſte to the throne 1 31 
of mercy by ſerious repentance, and 21 
i iumbered on in my habitual tepidi- 1 4 
ty, and flept in my iniquities? L will i 41 
now are with the prodigal ſon, I will 3 | 
make hafle to my beavenly Father, | Fl 
loving him, grieving and confounding. i 431 
myſelf, and purpoſing newnels of life, i 1 
zud furmounting with divine grace all "= 
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M4 Meditations on 


difficulties laid in the way, by men or 
devils. Ponder how 1t pierced St. 
oſeph's heart, to ſee his God oljen(. 


ed by thoſe prophane 1dolaters. Yo! l 

have fo little compaſſion for othe; 7 

 # ſinners, that you will not Pp one . 

1 tear for your own crimes. St. Joleph . 

{ took pleaſure to be deſpiſed as u vie J _ 
artifan, working to ſupport the ſacred 


; family. Your daily ſtudy is to be 0 


; eſteemed, you court vanity, and ſhun Rf 
3 ſolid glory. My foul! bear up in 1 
hard uſage, diſown utterly the mas. 1 
| ims of the world. Refuſe not to be . 
+ cloathed with contempt, like thy on a 
| | and Maſter. Be not terrified win 1 
4 an imaginary enemy, and league wi WJ . 
| { A @ real one. 13 
Point II. ; 

Conſider, HE ſteadfaſt hope, and 
invincible fortitude of g 

St. Joleph. His whole truſt was in 5 

divine Providence. He gave no 4. b 
tention to diabolical ſuggeſtions, , 

Why to fly? Why ſo far off? Why 

at this ſeaſon ? Why into Exypt s 

Why not to the three kings? wi» 5 


* * 


conduct, rejedt carnal arguments, dif. 1 
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St. Jaſeph's Life. 145 
would take it as an honour to enter- 
lain us, but to a perverſe nation, 
where we cannot expect any other 
ircatment than affrents and ill uſage. 
The holy Patriarch was deaf to this 
language, he chearfully aroſe at mid- 
night, like the great Abraham, when | 
commanded to ſacrifice his ton Iſaac; 
nothing could deter him to move one N 
itep out of the road God had pointed 
ior him. All the monſters of Egypt 


6 . . 1 6 
were looked on with diſdain and con- 11 
iempt; God was his hope. Be not 
au curious to pry into the divine 11 


'111ding from what the Almighty com- 1 
auds. Fix your eye on heaven, and 
as difficulties ſhew themſelves let your Ii 
hope increaſe, Beg by. the interceſ- 11 
ion of St. Joſeph, courage and reſo- 
1110n to quit all that is valuable upon 
earth, rather than diſobey the voice 
of your Creator. Make reflect acts, 
tat the All. powerful is your hope, 
who will ſend relief in due time, as 
ne did to St; Joſeph by an angel, or- 
dering the return of the ſacred family 
"ack again to Paleſtine, 


4 — 
146 Meditations on 

| Pot III. f 
1 | 
| Confaer, 1 every man was 2 
obliged to go and wor- 1 
ſhip God in the temple of Jeruſalem, 1 
on the feaſt of Azims. It laſted ſeven }, 
days, and although St. Joſeph might h 
[i have made only his appearance, to c 
| fulfil the law, and return to Nazareth, © 
| yet he remained the ſeven days, tak- h 
ing that opportunity to ſatisfy his de- f 
VvVvotion by honouring the eternal Fa- { 
ther in his own houſe. Endeavour { 
ou likewiſe to have interior fervour h 
and recollection, as well as exterior v 
reverence and modeſly, at the time of b 
divine ſervice, and in private prayer. c 
St. Joſeph was apprehenſive in com- te 
ing back to Jewry, becauſe Archelaus g 
reigned there: now he fears not to a 
appear in Jeruſalem, where a cruel F 
prince ſat upon the throne, becauſe } 
the worſhip of God was concerned. q 
Be you courageous in diſcharging f 
your duty, deſpiſe human reſpetis, and 8 
what the wicked world may ſay of 0 


you, by obeying God more than man. 
Conſider alſo 3 Chriſt being loſt, 
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St. Joſeph ſought him with a ſorrow. 
{ul heart; he could not find bim 
amongſt his kindred and acquaintance, 
nor in any other place but the temple. 
It ever you be ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe our Lord by fin, lament bitterly, 
have recourſe to prayer, turn from 
creatures, do not deſpond, avoid all 
occaſions of relapſing, frequent the 
holy ſacraments; for he 1s to be found 


in the temple. Reflect on the two- 


!o!d joy St. Joſeph experienced at the 
fight of Jeſus; the firſt, becauſe he 


had found the God of his heart, 
whoſe profound wiſdom was admired 


by the moſt learned doctors; the ſe- 
cond, in hearing the bleſſed Virgin 
term him Jeſus's Father, which prero- 
getive was entertained with humility 
and confuſion, as thinking himſelf 
unworthy of that glorious title. St. 
Joſeph ſoug ht no eſteem nor praiſes ; 
that is my folly, 1 run after empt 

iadows of vanity, and decline real 
glory! My ſoul! glory in the croſs 


of thy Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and cauſe all 


the angels to rejoice at the return of 
che loſt ſheep, hat 25, thy ſelf. 
G'S. 
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148 Meditatious on 


The Colloguy. 
ESUS, my Maker and Maſter! 


without whoſe merciful aſſiſtance 
walk in darkneſs, and periſh, I mo} 
humbly beg through the interceſſion 
of Si. Joſeph, that you will teach me 
the direct road from my Egypti:n 
flavery, the ſerviiude of fin, under 
which 1 have fo long groaned, to the 
liberty of your faithful ſervants. I 
have frequently experienced your 
goodneſs, and I know your power; 
my truſt is in both. O! grant me 
conſtancy to contemn the allurements 
of the world, and to ſtand undaunted 
at afflicted terrors. My dear Re. 
deemer! I have too often loſt you by 
ſin, I have willingly and wiltu''y 


parted with you, for what I bluſh to 


think on. Pity the unfortunaic, you 
who come to feek ſiuners, of whom ! 
have been the ring-leader. You are 
now pleaſel to bleis me with ſo true 
a ſenie ut my former treſpaſſes, that 
I erieve.not lo much for the fea of | 
puniſhment, as for that my ſins bave 
offended you, the cucle and centre 
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xt al] goodneſs. I ſteadfaſlly purpoſe 
by thy holy grace to ſeek you ſeri- 
ouſly by the retormation of my life, 
at I may find you in the heaven] 
Jeruſalem, reigning with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, world without 
end. Amen. 


MEDITATION vn. 


Of St. 776 eph's many Years Converſa- 
tion with Fe/us and ny at Na- 


zareth. 


The preparatory prayer as in the 


tormer meditations. 
Firſt Prelude. 

Imagine yourſelf to have had the 
happineſs and honour of frequently 
entering the little houſe of Nazareth; 
and contemplate what probably was 
laid or done by the ſacred family. 

Second Prelude. 

Beg light and grace to practiſe vir- 
ive, in imitation of St. Joſeph, dure 
ng the whole courſe of your lite. 
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150 Mcditations on 


PoixrT I. 


4 Conſider, HOSE words of the 
; royal prophet, with a 
Quint, you will become a ſaint, Plalm 
'{ xvi. 26. and contemplate how great 
a proficient in ſanctity St, Joſeph 
B muſt have been by a daily and hourly 
K converſation tor thirty years, with the 
1 Holy of Holies, the Son of God. What 
| he learned in Jelus's ſebool, is not 
underſtood by the moſt elevated con- 
templatives. St. Paul, aht into pa- 
radiſe, (2 Cor. xii. 4.) heard words not 
{awful jor a man to utter, St. Joieph 
was made partaker of more divine 
ſecrets: and if the ſaid apoſtle hum- 
bly gloried that God made him d fit 
mn/ſter of the New Teſlament, 2 Cor. 
iii. 6. it cannot be conceived bow 
St. Joſeph was qualified to diſcharge 
his duty as legal Father to the Word 
incarnate, and real ſpouſe to tle 
Mother of God. The long recollec- 
tion of Paphnutius, and the mental 
Prayers of Pacomivs, are but rough 
draughts of our holy Patriarch's un- 
interrupted union with his Redeemer. 
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e had theological, cardinal, and 
other virtues in perfection under fo 
creat a maſter, Conſider each apart, 
and ſingle out ſomething for imita- 
tion. Beg of St. Joſeph, by the me- 
rits of Chriſt, and the love he bore to 
his immaculate Spouſe, that he will 
be your interceſſor and inſtructor to- 
wards learning the ſcience of ſaints; 
reflect on St. Joſeph's care and pains 
to ſupport the family; all labour was 
ſweet and eaſy, becauſe undertaken 
tor Jeſus and Mary. If you have 
charge over others, promote God's 
honour, and permit not that he be 
olfended: for, whoever has not care 
of thoſe under him, eſpecially domeſ= 
lic, has denied the faith, and is 
worſe than an tnfidel. 1 Tim. v. 8. 
you connive at others ſins, you 
make them your own, and although 
dent, you become an accomplice. 
ſhift others in ſpiritual or temporal 
necelſities, and you employ your 
time hke St, Joſeph. working to 
pleaſe Jeſus, | 5 


x 52 Meditations on 
POINT IL 
Con/ider, THE words of Solomon, 1 


| Prov. vi. 27. Can any 
man hide fire in his boſom, and his 
1 not to burn? Could St. Jo- 
eph have the infant God in his 
arms ſo cloſe to his heart, and not 


burn with divine love like the higheſt 


Seraphim? When the two diſciples 
travelled towards Emmaus, and our 
bleſſed Saviour riſen from the ſepul- 
chre, diſcourſcd them upon the road, 
they found their hearts burning withe 
in them, whilſt he ſpoke to them in Ile 
way. St. Luke xxiv. St. Joſeph was 
thrice happy in ſuch dilcovife tor 
many years, the Son of Gud de- 
clared to him the interpretation of 
the ſcriptures, and neceſſity of 1ut- 
fering. When Chriſt fell upon bis 
knees to pray, Joſeph and Mary by 
bis fide, the Patriarch loſt himſelf in 
extaſies, he annihilated himſelt in the 
preſence of God; how often did he 
tell bim, my Lord! you know I love 
you, joy of my heart, God of my 
foul! whilſt tears of devotion came 
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trickling down his face. Samuel 


miflook the voice of God, and took 
it for Heli's. Joſeph had certainty 
in bearing the fweet voice of Chriſt, 
{iſcourſing perſonally with him. O 
m ſoul! prepare the way for divine 
grace by fervent prayer, and accord 
ing to your ſtation, ſet others on fire 
with the love of God and their neigh- 
hour. Defer not the time of your 
devotions, as if you deſigned to ſerve 
your Creator in the laſt place, let 
him have preference to inſignificant 
converfaiion, and trifling viſits; pon- 
der alſo, that probably according to 
the rules of perfection, St. Joſeph 
iitributed the hours of the day. 
dome he ſet ont for prayer, ſome for 
/:0us conferences, others for work, 
and fo the reſt according to exigen- 
cies; obſerve you. likewiſe order, 
give good example, which influences 
more than words. Miſtake not the 
voice of the enemy transforming 
imſelf into an angel of light. Fol- 


ow the inſtructions of a prudent di- 
rector, who will inform you what is 


ſuggeſled by hell and ſelſ- love. 
e 
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Meditation on 


Polxæ III. 


Confider, TT OW hard a matter it 
is, to find the true 
walli of this reſplendent ſtar, St. 


Joſeph. If bright rays darted out 


from Moſes's face, after forty days 
and forty nights converſation with 


_ God on Mount Sinai (or as ſome 


doctors are of opinion, with an angel 


deputed by the Gremory anfomuch 


that the princes of the*%nag-e, 
durſt not draw near him, and the 


Law-giver placed a veil over his face, 
Exod xxxiv. 33. What a glorious 
interior had St. Joſeph, who con- 
verſed with God made man, Jace. 0 
face, thirty years? St. Paul in bis 
defence againſt the obſtinate Jews, 
inſtanced how he was taught the law. 
at the feet of Gamaliel, Ads xxii. . 
St. Joſeph learned the higheſt per- 
fetiion of the law from him, who 
dehvered it to Moſes, In his daily 
adlions he united the active and con- 


templative life, ſometimes working 


for Jeſus, at other times fitting at the 


feet of Jeſus, 25 ein the word. 


St. Fo/aph's Lifes 155 
He flood aſtoniſhed to behold him, 


who commanded the world out of 


nothing with a few words, working 
at the carpenters trade, and expecting 
his orders. Admire the divine good- 
neſs, be enamoured with humility, 


Join ejaculatory prayers to common 


actions. Reflect, that as St. Joleph 
nouriſhed Chriſt corporally, fo Jeſus 


nouriſhed his Foſter- father ſpiritually, 


who improved in all virtues, and be. 
:-me a m. } accomplithed faint. 


The Colloquy. 
Mnipotent God! who deſcendeſt 


from heaven to bring fire to the 
'arth, (St. Luke x11.) inflame my 
frozen beart, that I may imitate the 
virtues of St, Joſeph. As a poor 
wretch waits at the gate of ſome no- 
ble and generous prince, expecting 
an alms, ſo I appear before you, 
wounded in all my ſenſes by fin, and 
craving a charity in my great cala- 
mity, I grieve for what is paſt, not 
becauſe 1 fear, but becauie I love; 
nothing has ſucceeded with me, be- 
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15 6 Meditations- on 


cauſe I never conſulted you. I made 
you a ſtranger to all my affairs, and 
repreſented them to others, who 
could not afford any relief. I beg, 
by the interceſſion of St, Joſeph, 
that I may decline evil, and do good; 
[ that 1 may leave the ſinful track of 
the broad way, and walk directly to | 
wards you. That I may Jiftribute | 

| 


the few remaining hours of my ſhort 
life, to your honour, and attaining 
the end for which I was created; chat 
I may admire, praile, and love you, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


MEDITATION VII. 1 
Of St. Joſeplis happy Departure. 


The preparatory prayer as in the 
former meditations. 


Fir Prelude. 
lmagine to ſee St. Joſeph upon 
his death-bed, our bleſled Saviour 
and his mathe kneeling on each 
ſide. How he f{wtetly rendered his 
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him. O what a heavenly ſcene was 
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ſoul to God, was condutted by angels 
to Limbo, and his body decently 1 in- 
terred. | | 
Second Prelude. ” | 

Beg grace to lead ſuch a life, as to {| 
be favoured on your death- bed, by 
the protection of Jeſus, and the ſpe- 
cal interceſſion of Mary and Joſeph, 


PoiNT 1 


Conſider, HAT before the nup= | 

tial feaſt of Cana in 1 
Galilee, St. Joſeph was viſited with 
his final ſickneſs. St. Epiphan. Der. 
78. Franciſcus Locus. Baron. He 
then exerciſed, as he had done through 
ihe whole courſe of his life, feraphi- 
ca] acts of divine love, and heroic 
„of patience and refignation, 


wich the Son of God ſuggeſted to 


— I lets 


:1, to behold the ſecond Perſon of the 
noſt bleſſed Trinity, kneeling on one 
i.de of his bed, and the mother of his 

Rods on the other? Both ten- 

derly thanked him for the conllant 

care and pains, undertaken ſo many 


nm ... * 
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years upon their account. St. Joſeph 
with tears of joy returned humble 
thanks for the honour they had done 
him, by acknowledging the diſcharge 
of his duty, and for their affection 
towards him. He begged, as the laſt 


_ favour in this world, a bleſſing from 
Chriſt's hand, that fills every creature 
with benediGion, and hkewiſe the 


powerful interceſſion of his immacu- 
late Spouſe, for a happy paſlage to 
eternity ; which being granted with 
grateful tears, he petitioned, like old 
Simeon, to be diſmiſſed in peace, and 
wrapt into an extaſy with the love of 
God, he breathed out his precious 
ſoul. Thrice happy death, the re- 
ward of a virtuous life. My God! 
let my departure be like that of the 
juſt. Infinite goodneſs! infinue pow- 
er! aſſiſt me now, and at the dread! 
trial. Let me not be confounded at 
the hour of death. Ponder allo how 
Jeſus with his facred hands, cloſed 
the Patriarch's eyes. To deſerve a 
bappy death, ſhut now your eyes to 
the world, make ſuch timely prepa- 
rations, as you would wiſh to have 
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done, when ſtruggling in your agony. 


inſult over hell by a change of life, 
jend up aſpirations, deſiring to be dif< 
ſolved and to be with Chrift. Be 
exatt in every confeſhon, as if it were 
ibe laſt, Do not ſleep in mortal fin, 


leſt ſudden death ſeize you, and you 


be loſt eternally. Addreſs St. Joſeph, 


that you may have the benediction of 


Jeſus on your death-bed, and rejoice 


with thoughts of being called out of 
banhiſhment. | 


Point II. 


Confeder, "TP HAT if angels carried. 


the ſoul of poor Laza- 
zus into Abrabam's boſom, a noble 
choir of thoſe bleſſed ſpirits were 


commanded to conduct and wait on 


„ Joſeph's to Limbo. At his com- 
ing thither, they might make uſe of 
the high-prieſt Joachim's words to 
conquering Judith, ani fing. here 
enters the glory of Ferujalem, the joy 
o/ 1frael, and the honour of your peo- 
5 This is the foul of great St. 
. 


joſeph, who governed and ſupported 
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your Creator thirty years, who was 
ſpouſe to the mother of God. Re- 
fleet how the ſaved ſouls of kings, 
patriarchs and prophets, rejoiced at 
his entrance, but much more, when 
he gave an agreeable relation of the 
birth and life of the long expetted 
Meſſiah, and that their redemption 
was near at hand. O my ſoul! lan- 
guiſh for that happy hour, when thy 


good angel will conduct thee to hear 
the traniporting invitation, enter inte 


the joy of thy Lord. Obey the angels 
voice, exciting you to acts of faith, 
hope, love of God, contrition and 
rehgnation, that they may be familiar 
to you on your death-bed. Reflect 
on your former fins, that if you had 
been called away at ſuch and ſuch a 
ume, you had now been burning with 
Cain and Judas. Give thanks for 
your preſervation ; reſolve rather to 


diſmiſs all that is dear to you in the 


world, than divine grace. Conſider 
likewiſe how our bleſſed Saviour and 
the immaculate Virgin, waited on 


St. Joſeph's corpſe to the place of 
| interment, { Barradtus, lib. 6. c. S.), 
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which was the valley of Joſophat, 
near the place where atterwards the 


biefſed Virgin's body was depolited 


dats 


2. — — —K4«õ««*“?«é—õ₄T 4 — — e 


{ur ſome days, betwixt Mount Sion | 
and Mount Olivet, Ven. Beda. Bru- | 
chardus)}, and ſince the bodies of | 
teveral ſaints have been prelerved 1 
om corruption, it is no raſh thought | 
to be of opinion, that our holy Pairt- | 
arch was favoured after the like man- | 
ner. O precious reliques! O wit 1 
an honour, that God in perſon ſhould 
take care of the funeral, and with | 
is ſacred hands place the body in the | 
| ſcpulchre. Admire the dignity of 
J St. Joleph. Carty about youreliques, 
F winch teirity devils, and keep hem f 
at diſtance. Deteſt novelty, ſhun $ 
| tie dangerous company of thoſe who | 
1 zaſt out words, reflecting on any 4 
| pretiice of the pictemt Church of | 
Curiſi, Live lo that you may appear I 
| with ſecurity and joy, in the valle il 
of Jolophat, when Chriſt comes to ö 
judge the world. | 
j 
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PoinT III. 


Conſider, JF OW Chriſt our Lord, 

riſing from his ſepul- 
chre, viſited his „ ſervants in 
Limbo. He took them from thence, 
as trophies of his bitter paſſion, and 
whereas many boates of ſaints aro/: 


that had flept, (St. Mat. xxvit. 52.), 


we may not doubt of St, Joſeph's 


being of that happy number, for it is 

iouſly believed St. Bernardin, tom. 
3. Serm. de St. Foſeph, Gerſon, c. 
that St. Joſeph is both ſou] and body 
glorious 1n heaven, although theſe of 
others ariſing at that time might re- 
turn to their tombs, The Son of God 
and the holy Patriarch went to viſit 
the dolorous Mother. O what com- 
fort! what a torrent of joy over- 
flowed the bleſſed Virgin's heart, at 
that glorious apparition of her im- 
mortal Son and dear Spouſe, As 
grief abounded before, ſo did then 
conſolation. Die with Chriſt by mor- 


©, :tihcation, that you may riſe with him 


to a new life. Renounce preſent 
pleaſures, that you may rejoice tor 


ever. Break through all difficulties 


%o open the way out of your loath- 


ſome tomb of vice, where you have 


ain ſo long and ſo ſordidly. Ponder 


alſo, that according to the opinion of 


many ſound doctors, St. Joſeph is the 
moſt eminent ſaint in heaven * next 
to the bleſſed Virgin, and how on the 
alcenſion-day, our Lord carried up 
in triumph his Foſter-father, both 
body and ſoul, and placed him on a 
glorious throne, next to that prepared 
for the Mother of God. What jo 

did he then experience for paſt ſuf— 
terings? what glory for contempt ? 
what a reſplendent crown for purity 
ot lite? O my fluggiſh ſoul! take 
pains like St. Joſeph in ſerving Chriſt, 
mat you may be rewarded with bim; 
call frequently to mind thoſe divine 
words of our Redeemer, what doth it 
frofit a man 1f he gains the whole 


world, and ſuſtains the damage of hts 


* Suarez, p. g. tom. 2. Gerſon, Serm. de 
Waliv. Conf, 4. Bernardin, 4. Part, Serm. 12. 
Cariavene, tom. 1. lib. 4. Hom. 1 & 9. Idor. 
4- Part, cap. 2. Sega, derm. de S. Joleph, & 
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= . /oul, St. Mat. xvi.; the enjoyment is 
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ſhort, and the puniſhment eternal. 
On the contrary, faichful ſervants of 
the Omnipotent, have tranſtent trials, 


ſhort afflictions, whether exterior or 


interior, but they gain a never ending 
and happy kingdom. Say often to 
yourlelt, what can ſeparate me from 
the love of my God? Not all the 
menaces of cruel men, nor all the 
malice of hell, I will love my om- 
nipotent Creator, I will love my molt 
meiciful Redeemer, I will love my 
gracious Sanctiifier, purely for their 
own lakes, I will love them eternally. 


A. 


The Colloquy. 
( } Moſt glorious Patriarch, my dear 


Patron! Bleſſed are the eyes that 


"fee, what You Mon {eee I conhide with 


holy Job, through the infinite merits | 


ob Chriſt, and by your powerful in- 
terceſſion, that zn my {jk I jhall fee 


God my Sawour. Suech out, for 
your unworthy client, thoſe happy 
hands, which carried fo often, and 


provided for the Son of God. Peti» 


a. 


tion that I may live, as I wiſh to die, 


always in the divine favour, I moſt - 


humbly beg that you will prevail with 
your immaculate Spouſe, to join in 
prayer with yon, that I, her uaworthy 


ſappliant, may be a ſaved ſou], and - 
make one of the number of the elett, 
With profound humility, I invite you 


both to be preſent with me at the 


dreadful hour of my death, when my 


e grateful words ſhall be, with my 
pi:ting breath, to invoke the ſacred 


mes of Jeſus, Mary, Joleph; and 


being ſatisfied divine juſtice for ma- 
old tranſgreſſions in the ſcorching 


2 


75 


that I ſhall be admitted to the beati- 
tical viſion, 1 will proftrate myſelf 
before the throne of mercy, aud will 
ay; O my God! your charity was 
infinite, and your goodneſs incompre— 


tenfible, to bring into this celeſtial 


manſion, a vile worm of the earth. 
i leſerved to have been now ragtng 
v ith reprobate fouls in unquenchable 
bre, and noi to be an eye-witneſs of 


fo great glory, but your mercy is 


dove all your works, Moſt ſacred 
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nes of purgatory, the very moment 
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Trinity! my preſent happineſs is moſt 
dear unto me, becauſe this tranſport. 
ing felicity was perfetted by your 


bountiful grace and favour, more 


iy 


than by my poor merits co-operating, 
F. to take poſſeſſion of heaven. I will 
; then addreſs the Mother of God, and | 
?” you her glorious Spoule, as allo the 
nine choirs of angels, and all bleſſed | 
: ſouls, to join with me in acts of 
thankſgiving, to God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 
and for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Trinity! my preſent happineſs is moſt 
dear unto me, becauſe this tranſport. 
ing felicity was perfetted by your 
bountiful grace and favour, more 
than by my poor merits co-operating, 
to take poſſeſſion of heaven. TI will 
then addreſs the Mother of God, and 
you her glortous Spouſe, as allo the 
nine choirs of angels, and all bleſſed 
ſouls, to join wich me in acts of 
thankſgiving, to God the Father, God FF 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt, 14 
and for ever and ever. Amen. 
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